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Official transcript of the International 
Military Tribunal, in the matter of: The 
United States of America, the French Re- 
public, the United Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain and Northern Ireland, and the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, against 
Hermann Wilhelm Goering, et al, Defend- . 
ants, sitting at Nurnberg, Germany, on 

5 December 1945, 1010-1245, Lord Justice 
Lawrence, presiding. 


UR. ALDERMAN: May it please the Tribunal: When the Tribunal rose 


yesterday afternoon, I had just offered in evidence Document 2826-PS, 

Exhibit USA 111. This was an article by SS Group Leader Karl Herman Frank, 
published in Bohmen and Mahren, or Bohemia and Moravia, the official period- 
ical of the Reich's Protector of Bohemia and Moravia, the issue of March 1941, 
at page 79, It is an article which reveals with considerable frankness the 
functions which the FS and the SS had, and shows the pride which the Nazi 
conspirators took in the activities of these organizations, I read from 

that article, under the heading "The SS on March 15, 1939": 

"A modern people and a modern state are today unthinkable without 
political troops, To these are allotted the special task of being the advance 
guard of the political will and the guarantor of its unity, This is espec- 
ially true of the German folk-groups, which have their home in some other ' 
people's state. Accordingly the Sudeten German Party had formerly also organ= 
ized its political troop, the Voluntary Vigilantes" -= or, in German -- 
"Freiwilliger Selbstschutz, called FS for short. This troop was trained 
especially in accordance with the principles of the SS, so far as these could 
be used in this region at that time, The troop was likewise assigned here 
the special task of protecting the homeland actively, if necessary. It stood 
up well in its first test in this connection, wherever in the fall crisis of 
1938 it had to assume the protection of the homeland, arms in hand, 

"After the annexation of the Sudeten Gau, the tasks of the FS were 
transferred essentially to the German student organizations as compact troop 
formations in Prague and Brunn, aside from the isolated German communities 
which remained in the second republic, This was also natural because many 
active students from the Sudeten Gau were already members of the SS, The 


student organizations then had to endure this test, in common with other 
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Germans, during the crisis of March 1939. 

"In the early morning hours of March 15, after the announcement of the 
planned entry of German troops in various localities, German men had to “act 
in some localities in order to assure a quiet course of events, either by 
assumption of the police authority, as for instance in Brunn, or by correspond- 
ing instruction of the police president, etc. In some Czech offices » men 
had likewise, in the early hours of the morning, begun to burn valauble 
archives and the material of political files. It was also necessary to take 
measures here in order to prevent foolish destruction, How Significant the 
many~sides and comprehensive measures were considered by the competent German 
agencies, follows from the fact that many of the men either on March 15 itself 
or on the following days were admitted into the SS with fitting acknow= 
ledgment, in part even through the Reich's leader of the SS himself or 
through SS Group Leader Heydrich, The activities and deeds of these men were 
thereby designated as accomplished in the interest of the SS, 

"Immediately after the corresponding divisions of the SS had marched in 
with the first columns of the German frmy and had assumed responsibility in the 
appropriate sectors, the men here placed themselves at once at their further 
disposition and became valuable auxiliaries and collaborators," 

I now ask the Court to take judicial notice under Article 2l of the 
Charter of three official documents, These are identified by us as Documents 
D571, D-572, and 2943--PS, I offer than in evidence, respectively, D-57l as 


Exhibit USA 112; D-572, Fxhibit USA 1123; and 2943-PS, which is the French 
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Official Yellow Book, at pages 66 and 67, as Exhibit US 114. 
THE PRESIDENT: Have you cited 572? . 
MR. ALDERMAN: D-572 was Exhibit US 113. The first two 
documents are British diplomatic dispatches, properly certified to 
by the British Government, which give the background of intrigue in 
Slovakia--German intrigue in Slovakia, The third document, 2943-PS, 
or Exhibit USA 11), consists of excerpts from the French Yellow Book, 
principally excerpts from dispatches signed by Me Coulondre, the 
French Ambassador in Berlin, to the French Foreign Office, between 
13 and 18 March, 1939, I expect to draw on these three dispatches 
rather freely in the further course of my presentation, since the 
Tribunal will take judicial notice of each of these documents, I 
think; and, thercfore, it may not be necessary to read them at 
length into the transcript. In Slovakia the long-anticipated crisis 
came on 10 March, On that day the Czechoslovakian Government dismissed 
those members of the Slovak cabinet who refused to continue negotiations 


with Prague, among them Foreign Minister Tiso and Durcansky. Within 


twenty-four hours the Nazis: seized upon this act of the Czechoslovak 


Government as an excuse for intervention. The following day, March ll, 


a strange scene was enacted in Bratislava, the Slovak Capital. I 
quote from Document D-571, which is US 112, That is the report of 
the British Minister in Prague to the British Government. 

“Herr Buerckel, Herr Seyss-Inquart, and five German generals cane 
at about 10 p.m. in the evening of Saturday, the llth March, into a 
cabinet meeting in progress in Bratislava, and told the Slovak 
Government that they should proclaim the independence of Slovakia, 
When M, Sidor, the Prime Minister, showed hesitation, Herr Buerckel 
took him on one side and explained that Herr Hitler had decided to 
settle the question of Czechoslovakia definitively. Slovakia ought, 


therefore, to proclaim her independence, because Herr Hitler would 
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otherwise disinterest himself in her fate. M. Sidor thanked 

Herr Buerckel for this information, but said that he must discuss 
the situation with the Governmerlt at Prague't--a very strange 
situation that he should have ta discuss such a matter with his 
own Government before obeying instructions of Herr Hitler delivered 


by five German generals and Herr: Buerckel and Seyss-Inquart. 
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Events went on moving rapidly, but Durcansky, one of the dismissed 
ministers, escaped with Nazi assistance to Vienna, whcre the facilities 
of the German broadcasting station werc placed at his disposal. Arms 
and ammunition were brought froin German offices in Engerau across the 
Danube into Slovakia, where they were used by the FS and the Hlinka Guards 
to create incidents and disorder of the type required by the Nazis as an 
excuse for military action. The German press and radio launched a violent 
campaign against the AEE A Government; and, significantly, an 
invitation from Berlin was delivered in Bratislavas Tiso, the dismissed 
Prime Minister, was summoned by Hitler to an audience in the German 
Capitale. A plane was awaiting him in Vienna. 

At this point, in the second week of March 1939, preparations for 
what the Nazi leaders liked to call the liquidation of Czechoslovakia were 
progressing with what to them must have been very satisfying smoothness, 
The military, diplomatic and propaganda machinery of the Nazi conspirators 
was moving in close coordination. As during the process of the Fall Gruen, 
or Case Green, of the preceding summer, the Nazi conspirators had invited 
Hungary to participate in this new attack. Admiral Horthy, the 
Hungarian Regent, was again greatly flattered by this invitation. 

I offer in evidence Document 2616-PS, as Exhibit USA 115. This is 
a letter the distinguished Admiral of Hungary, a ccuntry which, incidentally, 
had no Navy, wrote to Hitler on 13 March 1939, and which we captured in 
the German Foreign Office files. 

"Your Excellency, 

My sincere thanks 

"I can hardly tell you how happy I am because this Head Water Region - 
I. dislike using big words - is of vital importance to the life of Hungary" =- 
I suppose he needed some head waters for the non-existent Navy of which he 
was Admiral. 

"In spite of the fact that our recruits have only been serving for 
5 weeks we are going into this affair with eager enthusiasm. The 
dispositions have already been madee On Thursday, the 16th of this month, 


a frontier incident will take place which will be followed by the big blow 
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on Saturday" == He doesn't like tc use big words. "Big Blow" is sufficient 
"I shall never forget this proof of friendship and your Excellency 


may rely on my unshakeable gratitude at all times. 


"Your devoted friend, 


"HORTHY." 
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From this cynical and callous letter from the distinruished Admiral-- 

THE PRESIDENT; Jas that letter addressed to the Hungarian Ambassador 
at erlin? 

‘ite ALDERMAN: I thought it was addressed to Hitler, if-the President 
please. 

THE PRESIDENT: There are some words at the top which look like a 
Munrarian name. 

MR. ALDERVAN: That is a letthead. As I understand it, the letter 
was addressed to Adolph Hitler. 

TEE ¢RTSIDENT: 411 rirht. 

MR. ALDERMAN: And I should have said it wase-it ended with the-- 

THE PRESIDENT: Is there appthing on the letter which indicates that? 

ER. ALDERMAN: Only the fact that it wos found in the Rerlin Foreign 
Office, and the wording of the letter and the address, "Your Excellency,"-- 
we may be drawing a conclusion as to whom it wos addressed; but it was 
found in the Berlin Foreien Office, 

From that cynical and callous letter it may be inferred that the Nazi 
conspirators had already informed the Hunrarian Government of their plan 
for further military action arninst Czechoslovakia. As it turned out the 
time table was advanced somewhat. I would draw the inference that His 
Excellency, Adolph Hitler, informed his devoted friend Horthy of this change 
in rood time. 

On the dinlomatic level the Defendent Ribbentrop was quite active. 

On 13 Warch, the same day on which Horthy wrote his letter, Ribbentrop sent 
a cautionary tclepram to the German minister in Prarue outlining the course 
of conduct he should pursue during the coming diplomatic pressure. I offer 
in evidence Document 2815-PS as Exhibit U.S.A. 116. This is the telegram 
sent by Ribbentrop to the German Leration in Prague on 13 March. 

"Berlin, 13 March 1939. Prague. Telegram in secret code. 

"rith reference to telenhone instructions riven by Kordt today. In 
case you should ret any written communication from President Hacha, please 


do not make any written or verbal comments or take any other action on them 
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but pass them on here by cipher telerram. Moreover, I must ask you and the 
other members of the Embassy to make a point of not being available if the 
Czech Government wants to communicate with you during the next few days. 
Siened Ribbentrop." 

On the afternoon of 13 March M. Tise, accompanied by Durcansky and M, 
Meissner the local Nazi lender, arrived in Berlin in response to the summons 
from Titler to which I have heretofore referred. Late thet afternoon Tise 
wis received by Hitler in his study in the Reich Chancery snd vresented with 
an ul*imatum. Two alternatives were rivcn him: either declare the in- 
denencence of Czechoslovakia or be left without Cerman assistance; two, 
what were reffered to as the merrers of Poland and Hungary. This decision 
Hitler said was not a question >f days, but of hours. I now offer in 
evidence Document 2802-PS as U.S.A. Exhibit No. 117, arain a document 
captured in the German Foreirn Office; German Foreien Office minutes of 
the meeting between Hitler and Tise on 13 Marche I read the bottom para- 
graph on nage two o1d the top pararraph on nage three of the Enclish trans- 
lation. The first psragranh I shall read is a s :mmary of Hitler's remark. 
You will note that in the inducements he held out to the Slovaks, Hitler 
displayed his customary disrerard for the truth. I quotes 

"Now he had sent Kepler as his minister to Pressburg, to whom Sidor 
had declared that he was a soldier of Preeue and would oprose a separation 
of Slovakia from the Czechoslovak. 

"Now he had permitted Minister Tise to come here in order to make this 
question clear in a very short time. Germany had no interests east of the 
Carpathian mountains. It was indifferent to him what hannened there. The 
question wos whether Slovakian wished to conduct her own affairs or not. He 
did not wish for anything from Slovakias He woul? not Mledre his peonle or 
even a single soldier to somethine which was not in any way desired by the 
Slovak people. He would like to secure final confirmation as to what 
Slovakia really wished. He did not wish that reproaches should come from 
Hunrary that he was preservine somethin which did not wish to be preserved 


at all. He took a liberal view of unrest and dewonstration in reneral, but 
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in this connection unrest was only an outward indication of interior 
instability. He would not tolerate it and he had for that reason permitted 
Tise to come in order to hear his decision, It was not a question of days, 
but of hours. He hac stated at that time that Slovakia wished to make 
herself indenendent he would suxnort this endeavour and even ruarantee 


ite He would stand by his word so lonz as Slovakia 





NN 


5 Dec - M - WM - 1 


would make it clear that she wished for independence. If she hesitated 
or did not wish to dissolve the connection with Prague, he would leave 
the destiny of Slovakia to the mercy of events, for which he was no longer 
responsible. In that case he would only intercede for German interests, 
anc these did not lie east of the Carpathians. Germany had nothing to do 
with Slovakia. She had never belonged to Germany. 

"The Fuehrer asked the Reich Foreign iinister (the Defendant 
Ribbentrop) if he had any remarks to add. The Reich Foreign i:inister 
also emphasized for his part the conception that in this case a decision 
was a question of hours not of days, He showed the Fuchrer a message 
he had just received which reported Hungarian troop movenents on the Slovak 
frontiers, The Fuchrer read this report, mentioned it to Tiso, and ex- 
pressed the hope that Slovakia would soon decide clearly for herself," 

A&A most extraordinary interview, Germany had no interest in Slovakia; 
Slovakia had never belonged to Germany ; Tiso was invited there, Now this 
is what happened: Those present at that meeting included the Defendant 
Ribbentrop, the Defendant Keitel, State Secretary Keppler, the German 
winister of State Meissner, I invite the attention of the Tribunal 
to the presence of the Defendant Keitcl on this occasinn os cn so iaany 
other occasions where purcly political measures in furthsrence of Nazi 
aggression were undcr discussion, end where apparently thore was no need for 
technical military advice or valuc, 

While in Berlin the Slovaks also gonferred separately with the 
Defendant Ribbentrop and with other high Nazi officials, Ribbentrop 
very solicitously handed Tiso a copy already drafted in Slovak language 
of the law proclaiming the end of Slovakia. On the night of the 13th a 
German plane was convenicntly placed at Tiso's disposal to:carry hin 
home. On 1); larch, pursuant to the wishes of the Nazi conspirators, the 
diet of Bratislava proclaimed the end of Slovakia. With Slovak extreme- 
ness acting at the Nazi bidding in open revolt against the Slovakian 
Government, the Nazi leaders were now in a position to move against 
Prague. On the evening of the llth, at the suggestion of the German 
Legation in Prague, M., Hacha, the president cf the Czechoslovak Republic 
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and M, Chvalkowsky, his foreign minister, arrived in Berlin. The ztmos- 


phere in which they found themselves might be described as somewhat 
hostile. Since the preceding weekend the Nazi press had accused the 
Czechs of using violence against the Slovaks and especially against 

the members of the German minority and citizens of the Reich, Both press 
and radio ppoclaimed that the lives of Germans were in danger. Such a 
situation was intolerable, and that it was necessary to smother as 
quickly as possible the focus of trouble, which Prague had become, in 

the heart of Europe--these peacemakers. 

After midnight on the 15th at 1:15 in the morning Hacha and Chvalkowdky 
were ushered into the Reich Chancery. They found there Adolph Hitler, the 
Defendants Ribbentrop, Gocring, and Keitel, and other high Nazi officials. 
I now offer in evidence Document 2798-PS as Exhibit U.S.A. 118, This 
document is the captured German Forcign Office account of this infamous 
neeting. It is a long document. Farts of it are so revealing and give 
so clear a picture of Nazi behavior and tactics thet I shall read then 
in full. 


It must be 
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remembered that this account of the fateful conference on the night 

of March 1h-15 comes from German donton kod of course it must be 

read as an account biased hy its source, or as couhsel for the defendants 
said last week "a tendentious account." Nevertheless, even without too 
much discounting of the report on account of its source, it constitutes 

a complete condemnation of the Nazis, who by pure and simple international 


banditry forced the dissolution of Czechoslovakia, And I interpolate 


to suggest that international banditry has been a crime against inter- 


national law for centuries. 

I will first read the headings to the minutes. In the English 
mimeographed version in the document books the time given is an incorrect 
translation of the original. It should read 0115 to 0215. Conference 
between the Fuehrer and Reich Chancellor and the president of 
Czechoslovakia Hacha, in the presence of the Reich Foreign Minister von 
Ribbentrop, and of the Czechoslovakia foreign minister Chvalkowsky, 
in the Reich Chancery on 15 March 1939, 0115 to 0215 hours. Others 
present were General Field Marshal Goering, General Keitel, Secretary 
of the State von Weissacher, Minister of the State Meissner, Secretary 
of the State Dietrich, Counsellor of the Legation Hewel. Hacha opened 
the conference. He was conciliatory -~ even humble, though the president 
of a sovereign state. He thanked Hitler for receiving him and he said he 
knew that the fate of Czechoslovakia rested in the Fuehrer's hands, 

Hitler replied that he regretted that he had been forced to ask Hacha to 
come to Berlin, particularly because of the great age of the president, 
Hacha was’ then, I believe, in his seventies. But this journey, Hitler 
told the president, could be of great advantage to his country because, 

and I quote "It was only a matter of hours until Germany would intervene." 

I quote now from the top of page three of the English translation, You 
will bear in mind that what I am reading are rough notes or minutes of 

what Adolf Hitler said "Czechoslovakia was a matter of indifference to him," 

"If Czechoslovakia had kept closer to Germany it would have 
been an obligation to Germany, but he was glad that he did not have this 
obligation now, He had no interests whatsoever in the territory cast 
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of the little Carpathian Mountains. He did not want to draw the 
final consequences in the autumn +=. 
THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Alderman, don't you think you ought to 


read the last sentence on page two? 


MR. ALDERMAN: Perhaps bof) yes. The last sentence from 


the preceding page was! ‘For the other countries Czechoslovakia was 
nothing but a meañs to an end. London and Paris were not in a position 
to really stand up for Czechoslovakia." 

(Continuing) "Czechoslovakia was a matter of indifference to 
hime" Then I had read down to == "But even at that time and also later 
in his conversations with Chvalkowsky he made it clear that he would 
ruthlessly smash this state if Benes's tendencies were not completely 
revisede Chvalkowsky understood this and asked the Fuehrer to have 
patience. (He often bragged of his patience). ‘he Fuehrer saw 
this point of view, but the dante wiit by without any change. The new 
regime did not succeed in eliminating the old one psychologically. 

He observed this from the press, mouth-to-mouth propaganda, dismissals 
of Germans, and many other things which, to him, were a symbol of 


the total positive. 
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(Sounds like a continental expression to me), At first he had not under= 


stood this but whon it became clear to hin he drew his conscquences be= 


causey h.d the development continued in this way, the relations with Czech= 
oslovakia would in a few years have ‘become the same as six months agoe 
Why did Czechoslovakia not immediately reduce its Army to a reasonable 
size? Such an army was a tremendous burden for such a state because it 
only makes sense if it supports the foreign political mission of the 
state. Since Czechoslovakia no longer has a foreign political mission 
such an army is meaningless, He enumerates several examples which 
proved to him that the spirit in the army had not changede This sympton 
convinced him that the army also would be a source of a sovere political 
burden in the future. Added to this were the inevitable development 

of economic necessities, and, further, the protests for national groups 
which could no longer endure life as it was." 

I now interpolate, if the Tribunal please, to note the signifi- 
cance of that language of Adolph Hitler to the President of a supposed 
sovereign state anc its prime minister, Having in his presence General 
Field Marshal Gocring, the commander of the Air Force, and General 
Keitcle inc continuing the quotes 

"This it is that the Cie was cast on the past Sunday. I sent for 
the Hungarian ambassador and told him that I an withdrawing my hands 
from this country, We were not confronted with this facte He had 
given the order to the German troops to march into Czechoslovakia and 
to incorporate Czechoslovakia into the German Reiche He wanted to give 
Czechoslovakia fullest autonomy and a life of her own to a larger extent 
than she ever had enjoyed curing Austrian rule, Germany's attitude 
towards Czechoslovakia will be determined tomorrow anc the cay after 
tomorrow and depends on the attitude of the Czechoslovakian people and 
the Czechoslovakian military towards the German troopse He no longer 
trusts the government. He belives in the honesty and straightforwardncss 
of Hacha and Chvalkowsky, but doubts that the covernment will be able 
to assert itsclf in the cntire nation, The German Army had already 


started out today, and at one barracks where resistance was offered it 
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was ruthlessly broken; another barracks hac given in at the deployment 
of heavy artillcrye 

"At six o'clock in the morning the German Army would invade 
Czechoslovakia from all sices anc the German Air Force would occupy the 
Czech airficlds, There existed two possibilitics, The first one would 
be that the invasion of the German troops would lead to a battle. In 
this case the resistance will be broken by all means with physical 
forces The other possibility is that the invasion of the Gcrman troops 
occurs in bearable form (supportable). I, that case it would be casy 
for the Fuehrer to give Czechoslovakia at the new organization of Czech 


life a gencrous life of her own, autonomy, and a certain national libertye 
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“We witnessed at the moment a great historical turning-point, 

He would not like to torture and de-nationalize the Czechs. He also 
did not do all that because of hatred but in order to protect Germany, 
If Czechoslovakia in the fall of last year would not have yielded, x.s 
I suppose that is a bad translation for "had not yielded, "eeetthe 
Czech people would have been exterminated, Nobody could have 
prevented him from doing that, It was his will thatthe Czech people 
Should live a full national life and he believed firmly that a way 
could be found which would make far-reaching concessions to the Czech 
desires, If fighting would break out tomorrow, the pressure would 
result in counter pressure, One would annihilate one another and 

it would then not be possible any more for him to give the promised 
alleviations. Within two days the Czech army would not exist any 
more, Of course, Germans would also be killed and this would 

result in a hatred which would force himes+t that is, Hitler, 
"seetbecause of his instinct of self-preservation, not to grant 
autonomy any more, The world would not move a muscle, He felt 
pity for the Czech people when he was readying the foreign press, 

It would leave the impression on him which could be summarized in 

a German proverb: 'The lbor has done his duty, the Moor may go,! 

"That was the state of affairs, There existed two trends in 
Germany, a harder one which did not want any concessions and wished 
in memory to the past that Czechoslovakia would be conquered with 
blood, and another one, the attitude of which corresponded with his 
just mentioned suggestions, 

"That was the reason why he had asked Hacha to come here, This 
invitation was the last good deed which he could offer to the Czech 
people. If it would come to a fight, the blood shed would also force 

us to hate, But the visit of Hacha could perhaps prevent the extrane, 
Perhaps it would contribute to finding a form of construction which 
would be so far-reaching for Czechoslovakia as she could never have 


hoped for in the old Austria, His aim was only to create the 
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necessary security for the German people, 

"The hours went past. At 6 o'clock the troops would march in. 
He was almost ashamed to say that there was one German division to 
each Czech battalion, The military action was no small one, but 
planned with all generosity. He would advise him ++" that is, 

Adolf Hitler advise Paul Hacha, "s+ nay to retire with Chvalkowsky 
in order to discuss what should be done," 

In his reply to this long harangue, Hacha, according to the 
German minutes, said that he agreed that resistance would be useless., 
He expressed doubt that he would be able to issue the necessary order s 
to the Czech Army in the four hours left to him, before the German 
Army crossed the Czech Border. He asked if the object of the invasion 
was to disarm the Czech Army, If so, he indicated that might possibly 
be arranged, Hitler replied that his decision was final; that it was 
well known what a decision of the Fuehrer meant. He turned to the 
circle of Nazi conspirators surrounding him, for their support, and 
you will remember that the Defendants, Goering, Ribbentrop, and Keitel 
were all present. The only possibility of disarming the Czech Army, 
Hitler said, was by the intervention of the German Army. 

I read, now, one paragraph from page four of the English version 
of the German minutes of this infamous meeting, It is next to the 
last paragraph on page four, 

"The Fuehrer states that his decision was irrevocable, It was 
well known what a decision of the Fuehrer meant. He did not see my 
other possibility for disarmament and asked the other gentlemen." 
that is, including Goering, Ribbentrop, and Keitel, *+'whether they 
shared his opinion which was answered in the affirmative, The only 
possibility to disarm the Czech army was by the German army," 

At this sad point, Hacha and Chvalkowski retired from the room. 

I now offer in evidence Document 2861 PS, an excerpt from the 
official British War Blue Book, at page 2) and I offer it as Exhibit 


USA 119, This is an official document of the British Government, of 
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which the Tribunal will take judicial notice under the provisions of 
Article 21 of the Charter, The part from which I read is a Dispatch 
from the British Ambassador, from Neville Henderson, describing a 
conversation with the Defcndant Goering, in which the events of this 
early morning meeting are set forth. 

"From: Neville Henderson. To: Viscount Halifax, Berlin, 
May 28, 1939. My lord: I paid a short visit to Field Marshal 
Goering at Karinhall yesterday." Then I skip two paragraphs and 
begin reading with paragraph four, I am sorry, I think I better 
read all of those paragraphs. 

"Field Marshal Goering, who had obviously just been talking to 
someone else on the subject, began by inveighing against the attitude 
which was being adopted in England towards everything German and 
particularly in respect of the gold held there on behalf of the 
National Bank of Czechoslovakia, Before, however, I had had time 
to reply, he was called to the telephone and on his return did not 
revert to this specific question. He complained, instead, of 
British hostility in general, of our political and economic encircle- 
ment of Germany and the activities of what he described as the war 
party in England, etc. 

"I told the Field Marshal, that before speaking of British 
hostility, he must understand why the undoubted change of feeling 
towards Germany in England had taken place. As he knew quite well 
the basis of all the discussions between Mr, Chamberlain and 
Herr Hitler last year had been to the effect that, once the Sudeten 
were allowed to enter the Reich, Germany would leave the Czechs alone 
and would do nothing to interfere with their independence. 

Herr Hitler had given a definite assurance to that effect in his 
letter to the Prime Minister of the 27th September, By yielding to 
the advice of his 'wild ment and deliberately annexing Bohemia and 
Moravia, Herr Hitler had not only broken his word to Mr. Chamberlain 


but had infringed the whole principle of self-detcrmination on which 
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the Munich agreement rested, 

"At this point, the Field Marshal interrupted me with a 
description of President Hachats visit to Berlin, I told 
Ficld Marshal Goering that it was not possible to talk of free will 


when 
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I understood that he himself had threatened to bombard Prague with his 


airplanes, if Doctor Hacha refused to signe The Field Marshall did not 


deny the fact but explained how the point had arisen, According to 


him, Doctor Hacha had from the first been prepared to sign everything 
but had said that constitutionally he could not do so without reference 
first to Prague. After considerable difficulty, telephonic communication 
with Prague was obtained and the Czech Government had agreed, while 
adding that they could not guarantee that one Czech battalion at least 
would not fire on German troops. It was, he said, only at that stage 
that he had warned Doctor Hacha that, if German lives were lost, he would 
bombard Prague. The Field Marshal also repeated, in reply to some 
comment of mine, the story that the advance occupation cf Witkowitz had 
been effected solely in order to forestall the Poles who, he said, were 
known to have the intention of seizing this valuable area at the first 
opportunity." 

I also invite the attention of the Tribunal and the judicial 
notice of the Tribunal, to Dispatch Number 77, in the French Official 
Yellow Book, at page 7 of the bock, identified as our Document 2943-PS.6 
appearing in the Document Book under that number, and I ask that it be 
given an identifying number Exhibit USA 11h. This is a Dispatch from 
Me Coulondre, the French Ambassador, and it gives another well-informed 
version of this same midnight meeting. The account, which I shall present 
to the Court, of the remainder of this meeting is drawn from these two 
sources, the British Blue Book and the French Yellow Book, I think the 
Court may be interested to read somewhat further at large in those two 
books, which furnish a great deal of the background of all of these matters. 

When President Hacha left the conference room in the Reichs- 
chancellory, he was in such a state of exhuastion that he needed medical 
attention from a physician who was conveniently on hand for that purpose, 

a German physician. When the two Czechs returned to the room, the Nazi 
conspirators again told them of the power and invincibility of the Wehrmacht, 
They reminded them that in three hours at six in the morning =- 


THE PRESIDENT: You are not reading? I beg your pardon} 
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MR. ALDERMAN: I am not reading, I am summarizing. 

THE PRESIDENT: Go one 

MR. ALDERMAN: They reminded him that in three hours at six 
in the morning, the Defendant would cross the border. The Defendant 
Goering boasted of what the Wehrmacht would do if the Czech forces 
dared to resist the invading Germans. If German lives were lost, 
Defendant Goering said, his Luftwaffe would blaze half of Prague into 
ruins in two hours and that, Goering said, would be only the beginning. 

Under this threat of imminent and merciless attack by land 
and air, the aged President of Czechoslovakia at four-thirty in the 
morning, signed the Document with which the Nazi conspirators confronted 
him and which they had already had prepared, This Document is TC 9, 
the declaration of 15 March 1939, one of the series of documents which 
will be presented by the British Prosecutor, and from it I quote this, 
on the assumption it will subsequently be introduced. 

"The President of the Czechoslovakian State entrusts with 
entire confidence the destiny of the Czech people and the Czech country to 
the hands of the Fuehrer of the German Reich" -~ really a rendezvous with 
destiny. 

While the Nazi officials were threatening and intimidating 
the representatives of the Czech Government, the Wehrmacht had in some 
areas already crossed the Czech Borders 

I offer in evidence Document 2860 PS, another excerpt from the 
British Blue Book, of which I ask the Court to take Judicial notice. 


This is a speech by Lord Halifax, the Secretary of State for Foreign 


Affairs, from which I quote one passage. This is Document 2860 PS, 


which I have already offered and had identified, 

"It is to be cbserved -= and the fact is surely not 
without significance =- that the towns of Mu&hrisch-Ostrau and Vitkovice 
were actually occupied by German S.Se detachments on the evening of 
the lth March, while the President and the Foreign Minister of 


Czechoslovakia were still on their way to Berlin and before any discussion 
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had taken place," 

At dawn on “arch 15, German troops poured into Czechoslovakia 
from all sides. Hitler issued an order of the day to the armed forces 
and a proclamation to the German people, which stated succinctly 
"Czechoslovakia has ceased to existe" 

On the following day, in contravention of Article 81 of the 
Treaty of Versailles, Czechoslovakia was formally incorporated into the 


German Reich under the name of "The Protectorate of Bohemia and 


foraviae" The Decree is Document TC 51, another of the Documents which 


the British delegation will present to the Tribunal later in this week. 
It was signed in Prague on 16th March 1939, by Hitler, Lammers, and 
the Defendants Prick and von Ribbentrop. 
I should like to quote the first sentence of this Decree, 
"The Bohemian and Moravian countries belonged for a millennium to the 
Lebensraum "living space" of the German people." The remainder of 
the decree sets forth in bleak detail the extent to which Czechoslovakia 
henceforth was subjected to Germany. 4 German ‘rotector was to be 
appointed by the German Fuehrer for the so-called "Procectorate", the 
Defendant von Neurath. God deliver us from such protectors!! The 
German Government assumed charge of their foreign affairs and of their 
customs and of their excises. It was specified that German garrisons 
and military establishments would be maintained in the Protectorate. 
At the same time the extremist leaders in Slovakia who, at German Nazi 
insistence, had done so much to undermine the Czech State found that 
the independence of their week-old State was itself in effect qualified. 
I offer in evidence Document 1439 PS as Exhibit USA — I need 
not offer that. I think it is a decree in the Reichsgesetzblatt, of 
which I ask the Tribunal to take judicial notice, and it is identified 
as our Document 1439 PS. It appears at page 606, 1939, Reichsgesetz- 


blatt, part two. 
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The covering declaration is signed by the Defendant Ribbentrop, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs; and then there is a heacing Treaty of 
Protection to be extcnded by the German Reich to the State of Slovakia." 

"The German Government and the Slovakian Government have agreed, 
after the Slovakian State has placed itself under the protection of the 
German Reich, to regulate by treaty the consequences resulting from 
this fact. For this purpose, the undersigned representatives of the 
two Governments have agreed on the following provisions: 

"Article 1. The German Reich undertakes to protect the political 
incependence of the State of Slovakia and integrity of its territory. 

"Article 2. For the purpose of making effective the protection 
undertaken by the German Reich, the German armed forces shall have 
the right, at all times, to construct military installations and to 
keep them garrisoned in the strength they ceem necessary, in an area 
delimited on its Western side by th: frontiers of the State of Slovakia, 
and on its eastern side by a line formed by the castern rims of the 
lower Carpathians, the White Carpathians, and the Yavernik Mountains." 
Then I skip. "The Government of Slovakia will organize its military 
forces in close agreement with the German armed forces. I also offer 
in evidence Document 2793-PS. 

THE PRESIDENT: Wouldn't that be a convenient time to break off. 
I understand, too, that it would be for the convenience of the Defense 
Counsel if the Tribunal adjourn for an hour and a quarter rather than 


for an hour at midda and accordcingl the Tribunal will retire at 
Vs ELV» 


12:45 and sit again at 2:00. 


(Whereupon a short recess was called at 1130 hours). 

WR ALDERMAN: (continuing): May it please the Tribunal, this 
secret protocal between Germany and Slovakia provided for close 
economic and financial collaboration between Germany and Slovakia. 
Mineral resources and sub-soil rights were placed at the disposal of 
the German Government. 

I offer in evidence Document 2793-PS, Exhibit U.S.A. 120, and from 


it I reac Paragraph 3: 
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"Investigation, development and utilization of the Slovak natural 
resourcese In this respect the basic principle is thaty inso far as 
they re not needed to meet Slovakia's ovn requirements, they should 
be placed in first line at Germany's disposal. The entire soil re- 
search" =- Bodenforschung is the German word -- "will ve placed under 
the Reichagency for soil-researche" That is the Reichsstelle fuer 
Bodenforschung. "The government of the Slovak State will soon start 
an investigation to determine whether the present owners of concessions 
andprivileges have fulfilled theincustrial obligaticns prescribed by 
law and it will cancel concessions anc privileges in cases where these 
duties have been neglected." 

In their private conversations the Nazi conspirators gave abundant 
evicence that they consicered Slovakia a mere puppet state--in effect 
a German possession. 

I offer in evidence Document R-100 as Exhibit U.S.A. 121. This 
Cocument is a memorandum of information given by Hitler to von Brauchitsch 
on 25 March 1939. Much of it deals with problems arising from recently 
occupied Bohemia and Moravia and Slovakia. I quote beginning at the 
sixth paragraphs 

"Cole Gen. Keitel shall inform Slovak Government via Foreign 
Office that it would not be allowed to keep or garrison armed Slovak 


units (Hlinka Guards) on this side of the border formed by tle river 


Waage They shall be transferred to the new Slovak territory. Hlinka 


Guards should be disarmed. 

"Slovak shall be requested via Foreign Office to deliver to us 
against payment any arms we want and which are still kept in Slovakia. 
This request is to be based upon agreement mace between Army and 
Czech troops. For this payment these millions shoul be usec which 
we willpwr anyhow into Slovakia. 

"Czech Protectorate: 

"He Gr."--the translator's note indicates that that probably 


means army groups, but I can't vouch for it-="sShall be asked again 


whether the request shall be repeated again for the delivery of all 
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arms within a stated time limit and under the threat of severe penalties. 


"Wwe take all war material of frmer Czechoslovakia without paying 


for it. The guns bought by contract before 15 February, though, shall 
be paid fore Bohemia and Moravia have to make annual contributions to 
the German treasury. Their amount shall be fixed on the basis of the 
expenses carmarked formerly fcr the Czech army." 

The German conquest cf Czechoslovakia, in direct contravention 
of the Munich agreement, was the occasion for formal protest by the 
British and French Governments. These cocuments, No. TC 52 and TC 53, 
cated 17 March, 1939, will be presented to the Tribunal by the British 
Prosecutcr. 


On the same day, 17 March 1939, the Acting Secretary of 
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Spate of the United States Government issued a statement, which I will 


offer in evidence anc I invite the Court to take juccial notice of the 
entire volumes Document 2862—PS—-as Exhibit UeSeñe 122, which is an 
excerpt from the official volume entitled "Peace and War: United States 
Forci n Policy, 1931-191," issued under the seal of the Department of 
State of the United States of Americae Incidentally, this volume which 
happens to be my cwn copy-- and I hope I can get another one-- I am 
placing in evidence, because I am quite certain that in its study of the 
background of this whole case the Court will be very much interested in 
this volume, which is a detailed chronological history of all the dip= 
lomatic events leading up to and through the Second World War of 1941. 
But what I an actually offering in evidence at the moment appears on 
pages 54 and 455 of the volumes a statement by the Acting Secretary 

of State Wells, dated 17 March 1939: 

"The Government of the United States has on frequent occasions 
stated its conviction that only through international support of a 
program of order based upon law can world peace be assured, 

"This Government, founded upon and dedicated to the principles 
of human liberty and of democracy, cannot refrain from making known 
this country's condemnation of the acts which have resulted in the 
temporary extinguishment of the libertics of a free and independant 
people with whom, from the day when the Republic of Czechoslovakia 
attained its independence, the people of the United States have maine 
tained specially close and friendly relations, 

"The position of the Government of the United States has been 
mace consistently clear, It has emphasized the need for respect for 
the sanctity of treaties anc of the pledgec word, and for non-inter-= 
vention by any nation in the domestic affairs of other nations; and 
it has on repeated occasions expressed its concemnation of a policy 
of military aggressione 

"It is manifest that acts of wanton lawlessness and of arbitrary 
force are threatening the world peace and the very structure of 


modern civilization, The imperative need for the observance of the 
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principles acvocated by this Government has been clearly demonstrated 
by tho developments which have taken place curing the past three cayse" 

With Czcchoslovakia in German hands, the Nazi conspirators had 
accomplished the program they had set themselves in the mecting in Berlin 
on 5 November 1937. You will recall that this program of conquest was 
intended to shorten thcir frontiers, to increase their industrial and 
food reserves, anc to placc them in a position, both industrially and 
strategically, from which they could launch more ambitious and more 
devastating campaigns of aggressione I less than a year and a half 
this program hac been carried through to the satisfaction of the Nazi 
leaders, and at that point I would again invite the Court's attention 
to the large chart on the wall, I think it is no mere figure of speech 
to make refcronce to the wolf's head, what is known in Anglo-American 
lew as caput lupinunm, 

The lower jaw formed near Austria was taken - the red part on 
the first chat - 12 March 1938o Czechoslovakia thereby was encircled, 
and the next step was the absorption of the mountainous part, the 
Sudetenland, incicatec on the second chart in rec. On 1 October 1938 
Czechoslovakia was further encircled ənd its cefunees PN anc 
then the jaws clamped in, or the pincers, as I believe General Keitel 
or General Jocl called them -- I bolicve it, was Gencral Jodl's diary -= 
anc you see what they co to Czechoslovakia, Op 15 March 1939 the 
borcers were shertencc, new bases were acquirec, and then Czechoslovakia 
was Cestroyece Bohemia and Moravia are in black ond Slovakia in what 
might be called light tan, But I have reac to you the documents whiak 
showed in what condition Slovakia was left; anc with the German military 
installations in Slovakia, you sce how completely the southern border 
of Toland was flanked, as well as the estern border, the stage being 
sct for the next aggression, which the British Frosecutor will describe 
to youe 

Of all the Nazi conspirators the Defencant Goering was the most 
aware of the economic and strategie advantages which would acerue from 


the possession by Germany of Czcchoslovakiag 
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I now offer in evidence Document 1301-PS, which is a rather large 
file, anc we offer particularly Item 10 of the document, at pape 25 of 
the English translation, I offer it as Exhibit UeSeie 123, Page 25 of 
the English translation contained the Top Sceret minutes of a conference 
with Gocring in the Luftwaffe Ministry, the Air Ministry. The meeting 
which was held on 14 October 1938, just two weeks after the occupation 
of the Sudetenland, was devoted to the discussion of economic problemse ~ 
As of that datc, the Defendant Goering!s remarks were somewhat prophctics 
I quote from the third paragraph, from the bottom of page 26 of the 
English translation: 

"The Sudetenland has to be exploited with all the means, Gencral 
Ficld Marshal Gocrin:; ecunts upon a complete incustrial assimilation 
of the Slovakia, Czech anc Slovakia would become German cominionse 
Everything possible must be taken oute The Oder—Danube Canal has to 
be specced upe Scarches for oil anc ore have to be conducted in 
Slovakia, notably by State Secretary Keppler," 

In the summer of 1939, after the incorporation of Bohemia and 
Moravia into the German Reich, Defencant Gocrin;; again revealed the 
creat interest of the Nazi leacers in Czech economic potentiale 

I offer in evicence Docunent R-133, as Exhibit U.S.A. 12h. This 
document is a minute, cated Derlin =- 

THE PRESIDENT: 133; isn't it? 

Mie ALDERMAN; Yes, N133, catec Berlin, 27 July 1939, signed by 
Mlicr, of a cenfur:ncs between Gosring and o grow of officials from 
the OKJ ana from oter agentes of the Cernan Governmont, concerned 
with war procuctisn, Tria ma ting had bean hela two ccys provicusly, 
on 25 July, I read th: first part of the account of this mectinges 


. 


"In a rather long statement the, Ficlé Marsuùcl cyp ained that the 
incorporaticn of Bhomia anc. Moravia into the German economy had taken 
placo, among other reasons, to increase the Gormen War potential, by 
exploitation of the incustry thcrce Letters, such as the decree of 
the Reich Minister for Economics = S 10 402/39 of 10 July 1939 - as 
well as a lottcr with similar meaning to the Junkcrs firm, which might 


possibly lower the kinc and ecxtont of the armament measures in the 


Protectorate are contary to this prirciple. If it is necessary to iesuc 
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such directives, this should he done only with his consent. In any case, 

he insists, (that is defendant Goering insists) in agreement with the 
Sirective by Hitler, that the war votential of the Frotectorate is definitely 
to be exnloited in nart or in full and is to be Cirected towards mobiliza- 
tion as soon as possible." 

In addit: on to strenrthening the Nazi economic notential for the wars 
of atzression, the concuest of Czechoslovakia nrovided the Nazis with new 
bases from which to wave th:ir next war of arrression, the attack on Poland. 

You will rec211 the minutes of the conference between Goering and a 
pro-Nazi Slovak delegation in the winter of 1938-1939. Those minutes are 
Document 2801-PS, which I introduced into evidence earlier, as [Exhibit 
U.eSeAe 109. You will recall the ~st sentence of those minutes, a statement 
of Defendant Goering's ronclusionse I quote this sentence arains 

"Air bases in Slovakia are of rreat importance for the German Air Force 

for use against the East." 

I now offer in evidence Document 1874 PS, as Exhibit U.S.A.125. This 
document is the German minutes of a conference between Defendant Goering ane 
Mussolini and Cinno on 15 Anril 1939, one month after the conquest of 
Czechoslovakia. 

In this conference, Goering told his junior »artners in the Axis of the 
progress of German prenarations for war. He comnared thg strength of Germany 
with the strength of Emsland and France. Not unnaturally, he mentiomed the 
German occupation of Czechoslovakia, in this connection. I read two para- 
mranhs of these thoughts, on nage 4, pararranh 2 of the German minutese 

thich document is this? 

MR. ALDERMAN: It is 1874 PS, 

"However, the heavy armament of Czechoslovakia shows, in any case, how 
dangerous this cculd hve been, even after Munich, in the event of a serious 
conflict. Because of German action, the situation of both Axis countries 


was ameliorated, among other reasons, because of the economic possibilities 


which resulted from the transfer to Germany of the great production canacity 


of Czechoslovakia. That contributes toward a considerable strengtheninr of 
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the 4 xis against the ‘estern powers, 

"Furthermore, Germany now need not keen ready a single division for 
protection arainst that country in case of bigger conflict. This too, is 
an acvantazte by which both Axis countries will, in the last analysis, 
benefit." 

Then on nare 5, nararranh 2 of the German version: 

"The nction taken by Cermany in Czechoslovaki» is to be viewed as en 
adventare for the Axis in case Poland should finally join the enemies of the 
Axis nowcrse Germany coulc then attack this country from two flanks and 
would òde within only twenty-five minutes flyin“ distance from the new Polish 
incustrial center, which had hzen moved further into the interior of the 
country, nearer to the other Polish ind ustrial districts because of its 
proximity to the border." 

How, by the turn of events, it is located -rain in the rroximity of the 
borders And that flanking on two fronts is illustrated on the four scement 


charte 


I think the chart itself demonstrates, better than any oral argument, 


~ 
the loric and cold calculation, the deliberation of each step tc this point 


of the Gorman aerression. More than that, it demonstrates what I mirht call, 
the master fight of the arrressive war case, that is that cach conquest 

of the Nazi ecnsvirators was deliberately planned as a stenning stone to new 
and more ambitious areression, 

You will recsll the words of Hitler, at the conference in the Reich- 
chancollery on 23 May 1939, when he was nlanning the Polish campnicn, 
Document L-79, Exhibit Number U.S.A.27. I quote from it. 

"The neriod which lies behind us hes, indeed, been nut to rood use. 

All measures have bcen taken in the correct sequence and in harmony- with our 
aims." 

It is appropriate to refer to two other speeches of the Nazi leaders. 
In his lecture in Munich on 7 November 1943, the Defendant Jodl spoke as 
follows, and I quote from nase 5 of Document Le-172, already received in 


evidence as Fxhibit U.5.A.34; an nare 8 of the German texts 
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"The bloodless solution of the Czech conflict in the nutum of 1938 
and syringe of 1939 anl the annexation cf Slovakia rounded off the territory 
of Greater Germany in such a way that it now became vossible to consider 
the Polish problem on the basis of more or less favorable strategic premises} 


In the speech to his military commanders on 23 November 1939, Hitler dej 


Pas 


cribed thc »rocess by whith he had rebuilt the military vosor of the Reich, | 


this is our Document 789-VS, Exhilit U.S.i.23. I quote one nassare from 
the second ynararrach: 

"The next ster ws “-hemia, Moravia and Poland. This sten also was now 
possible to nccommlis> 4n cne cnmpnicn. First of all, the western fortified: 
tions hac to be finished. It was not nossible to rench to roal in one effort 
It was clear ta me, from the first moment, that I enuld not be satisfied with 
the Sudeten Cormon territcry. That was only a nartial zolution. The 
decision to march into “cnemin wis mvie. Then followed the erection of the 
Protectorate and with thrt, the basis for the «ction acoinst Poland was laid, 

Before I leave the # ibject of the errression arainst Czechoslovakia, I 
should like to submit tc the Court a document which became available to us 
too late to he inclutec. in our Document Book. It reached me Saturday, late 
in the afternoon or Vite at nitte This is an official document, arain from 
the Czechoslovakian Covernment, a sunnlement to the Czechoslovakian report, 
which I had previousl,- offered in evidence. I now offer it, identified as 
Document 3061-PS, as Fxehibit U.S.4.126. 

The Cocument war furnished us, if the Court please, in the German text 
with an Enrlish translation, which didn't seem to us quite adequate and we 
have hañ it retranslated into Enelish and the translation has just been passe: 
un, I believe, to the Tribunal.. That mimeorraphed translation should be 
amended to our Document Book "0", 

I shall not read the revort; it ig atcut twelve mapcs lon”, The Court 
will take judicial notice of it, under the vrovisions of the Charter. I 
mercly summarize. This document rives confirmation ana corroboration to the 
other cvicence which I »resented ts the Tribunal. In narticular, it offers 


summort to the followinre allecations: 


-931- 





NN 


5 Dec = M = GES - 4 


First, the close workinz relstionshin between Henlcin and the SDP, 
on the one hand, ond Hitler and Defendants Fess and Ribbentrop, on the 
other. 

Second, the use of the German Leration in Prazue to direct the German 
Fifth Column activities. 

Third, the financine of the Henlein movement by arencies of the.German 
Government, including the German cinlomatic representative at Prarueée 

Fourth, the use of the Henlein movement to conduct espionage on 
direct orders from the Reichs 

In addition, this document vives further details >f the circumstances 
of the visit of President Hacha to Berlin on the nicht of 14 Marche 
It substantiates the fact that resident Hacha required the mecical 
attention of Hitler's physician anë it supvorts the threat, which the 


Defendant Goering. 
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made to the Czech delegation. 

Now, if it please the Tribunal, thet concludes my presentation of 
what to me, has alwzys seemed one af the saddest chapters in himan 
history, the rope and destruction of the frail, little nation of 
Czechoslovakia. 

SIR DAVID MAXWELL FYFE: May it please the Tribunal: Before I 
tonder the evidence which I desire to place before the Tribunal, it 
might be convenient if I explained how the British case is to be 
divided up ond who will present the diffcrent perts. 

I shell deal with the gencral treetics. «after that, ny learned 
friond, Colonel Griffith Jones, will deol with Polend. Thirdly, 
lre Alvin Jones will deal with Norwey ond Denmark, Fourth, kr. Roberts 
will deal with Belgium, Holland, and Luxembourg. Fifthly, Colonel 
Phillimore will deal with Greece and Yugoslavia. ¿fter that, my friend, 
Mr, Alderman, of the american delegation, will deal on behalf cf both 
delegations with the agression against the USSR and the USA. 

May I also, with the Tribunal's permission, say one word about the 
errengements that we have made as to documents. Each of the Defendents! 
Counsel will have a copy of the Document Bock, of the different Document 
Books, in English. In fact, 30 copies of the first four of our Document 
Books heve already becn placed in the Defendants! Information Center. 
We hope that the lest Document Book, dealing with Grecee and Jugoslavia, 
will have the 30 copics placed there today. 

In addition, the Defendants! Ccunsel have at lcast six copies in 
German of every document. 

With regard to my own pert of the case, the first section on 
general trcatics, 211 the documonts on this phase ere in the Reichs- 
gosetzblatt or Die Dokumente Der Deutschen Politik, of which ten copics 
have been made available to the Defendants! Counsel, so that with regard 
to the portion with which the Tribunal is immediately conecrned, the 
Defendants! Counsc] will have at least 16 copies in German of every 


document reforred tc. 


Finally, there is a copy of the Reichsgesetzblatt and Die Dckumente 
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available for the Pribunal, other copies tf they so desire, but one is 
placed reacy for the Tribunal if any member wishes to refer to a German 
text, 

THE PRESIDENT: Were you supposed tc cell any oral witnesses? 

SIR DAVID MAXWELL FYFE: No, My Lord, no oral witnesses. 

If the Tribunal please, befcre I ccme to the first treaty I want to 


make three quotations to deal with a point which was mentioned in the 


speech cf my learned friend, The Attorney Generel, yestcrday. 


It might be thought from the melancholy story of broken 
treatics and vicloted assuranees, which the Tribunel has already heard, 
that Hitler and the Nozi Government did nct even profess thet it is nec- 
essary or desirable tc keep the pledged word, Outwardly, however, the 
professions were very differente With recard to tre: tics, on tho 18th 
of October, 1933, Hitler said, "“hatever we have signed we will fulfill 
tc the best of cur ability." 

The Tribunal will note the reservetion, "Whatever we have signed," 

But, on the 2lst cf Moy 1935, Hitler said, "The German Government 


will scrupulcusly maintain every treaty 
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voluntarily signed, even though it was concluded before their 
accession to power and office." 

On assurances Hitler was even more emphatic. In the same speech, 
the Reichstag Speech on May 21, 1935, Hitler accepted assurances as 
being of equal obligation, and the world at that time could not know 


that that meant of no obligation at all. What he actually said was, 


"And when I now hear from the lips of a British statesman that such 


assurances are nothing and that the only proof of sincerity is the 
signature appended to collective pacts, I mst ask Mr. Eden to be good 
enough to remember that it is a question of an assurance in any case. 
It is sometimes much easier to sign treaties with the mental 
reservations that one will reconsider one's attitude at the decisive 
hour than to declare before an entire nation and with full 

opportunity one's adherence to a policy which serves the course of 
peace because it rejects anything which leads to war." 

And then he proceeds with the illustration of his assurance to 
France. 

Never having seen the importance which Hitler wished the world to 
believe he attached to treaties, I shall ask the Tribunal in my part 
of the case to look at fifteen only of the treaties which he and the 
Nazis broke. The remainder of the 69 broken treaties shown on the 
chart and occurring between 1933 and 194l will be dealt with by my 
learned friends. 

There is one final point as to the position of a treaty in 
German law, as I understand it. The appearances of a treaty in the 
Reichsgesetzblatt makes a3 part of the statute law of Germany, and 
that is by no means an uninteresting aspect of the breaches which I 
shall put before lie Tribunal. 

The first treaty to be dealt with is the Convention for the 
Pacific Settlement of International Disputes, signed at the Hague on 
the 29th of July, 1899. I ask that the Tribunal take judicial notice 
of the Convention, and for convenience I hand in as Exhibit GB-1 the 


British document, TC-1. The German reference is to the 
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Reichsgesetzblatt for 1901, No. hh, Sections 01 to ho, and 482 
and 483. The Tribunal will find the relevant charge in Appendix C 


as Charge l. 


As the Attorney General said yesterday, these Hague 
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Conventions are only the first gropings towards the rejection of the 
inevitability of war. They do not rend the making of aggressive war as a 
crime, but their milder terms were as readily broken as the more severe 
agreements e 

On the 19 July, 1899, Germany, Greece, Serbia and 25 other nations 
signed a conventione Germany ratified the convention on 4 September 1900, 
Serbia on the 11 May, 1901, Greece on the April, 1901. 

By Article 12 of the treaty between the Principal Allied and Associated 
Powers and the Serb-Croat-Slovene State, signed at the St. Germaine-en-Laye 
on 10 September, 1919, the new Kingdom succeeded to all the old Serbian 
treaties, and later, as the Tribunal know, changed its name to Yugoslavia. 

I think it is sufficient, unless the Tribunal otherwise wish, for me 
to read the first two articles only. 

Article 1: "With a view to obviating as far as possible recourse to 
force in the relations between states, the signatory powers agree to use 
their best efforts to insure the pacific settlement of International 
differences." 

Article 2: "In case of serious disagreement or conflict, before an 
appeal to arms the signatory powers agree to have recourse, as far as 
circumstances allow, to the good offices or mediation of one or more friendly 
powers." 

After that the Convention deals with machinery, and I don't hink, 
subject to any wish of the Tribunal, that it is necessary for me to deal 
with it in detail. i 

The second treaty is the Convention for the Pacific Settlement of 
International Disputes, signed at the Hague on the lôth of October, 1907. 
Again I ask the Tribunal to take judicial notice of this, and for convenience 
hand in ag Exhibit GB-2 the final act of the conference at the Hague, which 
contains British documents TC-2, 3, and. The reference to this 
convention in German is to the Reichsgesetzblatt for 1910, Number 52, 


Sections 22 to 25, and the relevant charge is Charge 2. 
-937- 
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This Convention was signed at the Hague by hL nations, and it is in 


effect as to 31 nations, 28 signatories, and three adherentse For our purpose 


it is in force as to the United States, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Dermark, 
France, Germany, Luxembourg, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, and Poland, and 
Russiae 

By the provisions of Article 91 it replaces the 1899 Convention as 
between the contracting powerse As Greece and Yugoslavia are parties to the 
1899 convention and not to the 1907, the 1899 Convention is in effect with 
regard to them, and that explains the division of countries in Appendix C. 

Again I only desire that the Tribunal should look at the first two 
articlese 

tl: With a view to obviating as far as possible recourse to force 
in the relations between States, the contracting powers agree to use their 
best efforts to insure the pacific settlement of international differences." 

Then I don't think I need trouble to read 2. It is the same article 
as to mediation, and again there are a number of machinery provisions. 

The third treaty is the Hague Convention relative to the opening of 
hostilities, signed at the same time. It is contained in the exhibit which 
I put ine Again I ask that judicial notice be taken of it. The British 
document is TC-3. The German reference is the Reichsgesetzblatt for 1910, 
Number 2, Sections 82 to 102, and the reference in Appendix C to Charge 3. 

This Convention applies to Germany, Poland, Norway, Denmark, Belgiun, 
the Netherlands, Luxembourg, and Russia. It relates to a procedural step 
in notifying one's prospective opponent before opening hostilities against 
him. It appears to have had its immediate origin in the Russo-Japanese 
war, 190), when Japan attacked Russia without any previous warning. It will 
be noted that it does not fix any particular lapse of time between the giving 
of notice and the commencement of hostilities, but it does seek to maintain 
an absolutely minimum standard of International decency before th outbreak 
of ware 

Again, if I might refer the Tribunal to the first article: "The 


~938- 





aaa NN 


contracting powers recognize that hostilities between them must not commenee 
without a previous and explicit warning in the form of either a declaration of 


war, giving reasons, or an ultimatum with a conditional declaration of war." 


Then there are a number again of machinery provisions, which I snall not 


trouble the Tribunal withe 

The fourth treaty is the Hague Convention 5, respecting the rights and 
duties of neutral powers and persons in case of war on land, signed at the 
same time. That is British Document TC-, and the German reference is 
Reichsgesetzblatt 1910, Number 2, Sections 168 and 176. Reference in 
Appendix C is to Charge h. 

THE PRESIDENT: Is it necessary to give the German reference? If it is 
necessary for defendants’! counsel, all right, but if not it needn't be donce 
SID DAVID MAXWELL FYFE: If I may omit them it will save some time, 

THE PRESIDENT: Yese 
SIR DAVID MAXWELL FYFE: If any of the defendantst counsel want any 
specific reference perhaps they will be good enough to ask mee 


THE PRESIDENT: Yese 
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SIR DAVID-MAXWELL FYFE: Germany was an original signatory to the 
Convention, and the treatty is in force as a result of ratification or 
adherence between Germany and Norway, Denmark, Belgium, Luxembourg, The 
Netherlands, the U.S.S.R., and the United States. 

I call the attention of the Tribunal to the short content of Article 1; 
"The territory of neutral powers is inviolable." 

A point does arise, however, on this Convention. I want to make this 
clear at once, Under Article 20 the provisions of the present Convention 
do not apply except between the contracting powers, and then only if all the 
belligerents are parties to the Convention, 

As Great Britain and France entered the war within two days of the 
outbreak of the war between Germany and Poland, and one of these powers had 
not ratified the Convention, it is arguable that its provisions did not apply 
to the Second World War. 

I do not want that the time of the Tribunal should be occupied by an 
argument on that point when there are so many more important treaties to be 
considered, Therefore, I do not press that as a charge of a breach of treaty. 
I merely call the attention of the Tribunal to the terms of Article l as 
showing the state of International opinion at that time and as an element 
in the aggressive character of the war which we are considering. 

THE PRESIDENT: Perhaps this would be a good time to break off. 

(Whereupon at 1245 hours the Tribunal adjourned until 1400 hours 


on the same day.) 
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Official transcript of the International Military 
Tribunal, in the matter of: The United States of 
America, the Fronch Republic, the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, against 
Hermann Wilhelm Goering, et al, Defendants, 
sitting at Nürnberg, Germany, on 5 December, 1945, 
1400-1700, Lord Justice Lawrence, presiding. 

SIR DAVID MAXWELL-FYFE: As the Tribunal adjourned I had come 
to the fifth treaty, the treaty of peace between the allies and the 
associated powers of Germany, signed at Versailles the 28th of June, 
1919. I again ask the Tribunal to take judicial recognizance of 
this treaty, and I again hand in for convenicnce Exhibit GB-3, which 
is a copy of the treaty, including British documents TC-5 to TC-10 
inclusive. The reference in Appendix C is to Charge 5. 

Before I deal with the relevant portions, may I explain very 
briefly the lay-out of the treaty. 

Part I contains the Covenant of the League of Nations, and 
Part II scts the boundaries of Germany in Europe, These boundaries 
are described in detail. 

Part II makes no provision for guarantccing these boundaries, 

Part III, Articles 31 to 117 with which the Tribunal is concerned, 
contains the political clauses for Europe. In it, Germany guarantees 
certain territorial boundaries in Belgium, Luxembourg, Austria, 
Czechoslovakia, France, Poland, Memel, Danzig, etc. 

It might be convenient for the Tribunal to note at the moment 
the interweaving of this treaty with the next, which is the treaty 
for the restoration of friendly relations between the United States 
and Germany. 

Parts I, II and III of the Versailles Treaty are not included 
in the United States Treaty, Parts IV, V, VI, VIII, IX, X, XI, XII, 
XIV, and XV are all repeated verbatim in the United States Treaty 
from the Treaty of Versailles. 

The Tribunal is concerned with Part V, which are the military, 
naval, and air clauses, Parts VII and XIII are not included in the 


United States Treaty. 
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I don't think there is any reason to explain what the parts 
are, but if the Tribunal wishes to know about any specific part, 
I shall be very happy to explain it. 

The first part that the Tribunal is concerned with is that 
contained in the British document TC-5, and which consists of 
Articles 2 to ll. dealing with the Rhincland. These are very 
short, and repeated in the Locarno Treaty. Perhaps I had 
better read them once, so that the Tribunal will have them in mind, 

tarticle 2: Germany is forbidden to maintain or construct any 
fortifications either on the left bank of the Rhine or on the right 
back to the west of a line drawn 50 kilometers to the east of the Rhine. 

"Article 3: In the area defined above the maintenance and the 
assembly of armed forces, either permanently or tomporarily, and military 
maneuvers of any kind, as well as the upkeep of all permanent works for 
mobilization, are in the same way forbidden, 

"Article 4h: In case Germany violates in any manner whatever 
the provisions of Articles 2 and 43, she shall be regarded as 
committing a hostile act against the powers signatory of the present 
treaty and as calculated to disturb the peace of the world." 

I am not going to put in evidence, but I simply draw the 
Tribunal's attention to a document of which they can take judicial 
notice, as it has been published by the German State, the remorandum 
of March 7, 1986, giving their account of the breach, The matters 
regarding the breach have been dealt with by my friend Mr, Alderman, 
and I don't propose to go over the ground again. 

The next part of the Treaty is in the British documont TC-6, 
dealing with Austria: 

"Article 80: Germany acknowledzes and will respect strictly 
the independence of Austria within the frontiers which may be fixed 
in a treaty between that State and the principal allied and 
associated powers; she agrees that this independence shall be 


inalienable, except with the consent of the Council of the League 
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of Nations," 

Again in the same way, the proclamation of Hitler dealing with 
Austria, the background of which has been dealt with by my friend 
Mir, Alderman, is attached as TC-)7,. I do not intend to read it 
because the Tribunal can again take judicial notice of the public 
proclamation, 

Next is document TC-8, dealing with Memel. 

"Germany renounces, in favor of the principal allied and 
associated powers, all rights and title over the territories 
included between the Baltic, the Northeastern fronticr of East 


Prussia as defined in Article 28 of Part II, (Boundaries of 


Germany) of the present treaty, and the former frontier between 


Germany and Russia, Germdny undertakes to accept the settlement 
made by principal allicd and associated powers in regard to these 
territories, particularly insofar as concerns the nationality of 
inhabitants," 

I don't think that the Tribunal has had any reference to 
the formal document of incorporation of lemel, which again the 
Tribunal can take judicial notice of; and I put in, for 
convenience, a copy as GB), It is British document TC-53A, 
and it appears in our book, It is very short, so perhaps the 
Tribunal will bear with me while I read it: 

"The transfer Commissioner for the Memel territory, 


Gauleiter und Oberpresident Erich Koch, effected on 3 
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April, 1939, during a conference at Memel, the final incorporation of the 
late Memel territory into the National Socialist Party Gau of East Prussia 
and into the state administration of the East Prussian Regierungsbezirk of 


Grunb:innen," 


Thei:, we next come to TC=9, which is the article relating to Danzig, 


Article 100, and I shall only read the first sentence, because the remainder 
consists of georgraphical boundaries: 

"Germany renounces, in favor of the principal allied and associated 
powers, all rights and title over the territory comprised within the 
following limits", and then the limits are set out and are described in 
‘a German map attached to the Treaty. 

Colonel Griffith Jones, who will deal with this part of the casey 
will formally prove the documents relating to the occupation of Danzig, 
and I shantt trouble the Tribunal with them now, 

If the Tribunal would go on to British document TC-7—-that is Article 
81, dealing with the Czechoslovak pledge." "Germany, in conformity with 
the action already taken by the allied and associated powers, recognizes 
the complete independence of the Czechoslovak State, which will include 
the autonomous territory of the Ruthenians to the South of the Carpathians. 
Germany hereby recognizes the frontiers of this State as determined by 
the principal allied and associated powers and other interested statese" 

Mr, Alderman has dealt with this matter only this morning, and he 
has already put in an exhibit giving in detail the conference between 
Hitler and President Hacha, and the Foreign Minister Chvalkowsky, at 
which the Defendants Goering and Keitel were present, Therefore, I am 
not going to put in to the Tribunal the British translation of the capttired 
foreign office minutes, which occurs in TC-\8; but I put it formally, as 
Mr, Alderman asked me to this morning, as GD-6, the document TC-h9, which 
is the agreement signed by Hitler and the Defendant Ribbentrop for Germany, 
and Dre Hacha and Dr. Chvalkowsky for Czechoslovakiae It is an agreement 


of which the Tribunal will take judicial notice, 
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I am afraid I can't quite remember whether Mr, Alderman read that this 
mornings it is document TC#l94 He certainly referred to ite 

THE PRESIDENT: No, he didn't read ite 

SIR DAVID MAXWELL-~FYFE: Then perhaps I might read it: 

"Text of the Agreement between the Fuchrer and Reichs Cancellor 
Adolf Hitler and the President of the Czechoslovak State, Dr. Hachas 

"The Fuehrer and Reichs Chancellor today reccived in Berlin, at 
their own request, the President of the Czechoslovak State, Dr, Hacha,y 
and the Czechoslovak Foreign Minister, Dr. Chwalkowsky, in the presence 
of Herr Von Ribbentrop, the Foreign Minister of the Reich, At this 
meeting the serious situation which had arisen within the previous 
territory of Czechoslovakia owing to the events of recent wecks, was 
subjected to a completely open examination, The conviction was unanimously 
expressed on both sides that the object of all their efforts must be to 
assure quiet, order and peace in this part of Central Europese The 
Ptesident of the Czechoslovak State declared that, in order to serve 
this end and to reach a final pacification, he confidently placed the 
fate of the Czech people and of their country in the hands of the Fuehrer 
of the German Reich, The Fuehrer accepted this declaration and expressed 
his decision to assure to the Czech people, under the protection of the 
German R,ich, the autonomous development of their national life.in 
accordance with their special characteristics. In witness whereof this 
document is signed in duplicate," 

The signatures I have mentioned appear, 

The Tribunal will understand that it is not my province to make 
any comment; that has been done by Mr, Alderman, And I am not putting 
forward any of the documents I have read as having my support; they 
are merely put forward factually as part of the case, 

The next document, which I put in as GB-7, is the Bpitish document 
TC-50. That is Hitler's proclamation to the Gorman people, dated the 
15th March 19394 Again, I don't think that Mre Alderman read that 
documente 


THE PRESIDENT: No, he didn't read ite 
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SIR DAVID MAXIELL-FYFE; Then I shall read ite : 

"Proclamation of the Fuehrer to the German people, 15 Mareh 1939. 

"To the German People: 

"Only a fewnonths ago Germany was compelled to protect her fellow- 
countrymen, living in well-defined settlements, against the unbearable 
Czechoslovakian terror regimes and during the last weeks the same thing 
has happened on an ever-increasing scale, This is bound to create an 
intolerable state of affairs within an area inhabited by citizens of so 
many nationalitiese 

"These national groups, to counteract the renewed attacks against 
their freedom and life, have now broken away from the Prague Government e 
Czechoslovakia has ceased to existe 

"Since Sunday at many places wild excesses have broken out, amongst 
the victims of which are again many Germans, Hourly the number of 
oppressed and persecuted people crying for help is increasing. From areas 
thickly populated by Germanespeaking inhabitants, which last autumn 


Czechoslovakia was allowed by German 
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generosity to retain; refugees robbed of their personal belongings are 
streaming into the Reichi 

"Contihuation of such a state of affaitts would lead to the destruction 
of every vestige of order in an adie in which Germany is vitally interested 
particularly as for over one thousand years it formed a patt of the German 
Reichs | 

"In otder definitely to remove this menace to peace and to create the 
conditions for a necessary new order in this living space, I have today 
resolved to allow German troons to march into Rohemia and Moravias They 
will disarm the terror gangs and the Czechoslovakian forces supporting 
them; and protect the lives of all who are menaceds Thus they will lay 
the foundations for introducing a fundamental reordering of affairs which 
will be in accordance with the 1,000-year old history and will satisfy the 
practical needs of the German and Czech peoples", 

Signed: Adolf Hitler, Berlin, 15 March, 1939. 

Then there is a footnote, which is an order of the Fuehrer to the 
German armed forces of the same date, in which the substance is that they 
are told to march in to safeguard lives and property.of all inhabitants 
and not to conduct themselves as enemies, but as an instrument for carry- 
ing out the German Reich Government's decision. 

I put in, as BG-8, the decree establishing the Protectorate, which 
is TC-5l. 

I think again, as these are public decrees, the Tribunal can take 
judicial notice of them. Their substance has been fully explained by 
Mr. Alderman, With the permission of the Tribunal, I will not read them in 
full now. 

Then arain, as Mr, Alderman requested, I put in, as GB-9, British 
Document TC-52, the British protest. If I might just read that to the 
Tribunal--it is from Lord Halifax to Sir Neville Henderson, our 
Ambassador in Berlib: 

"Foreign Office, March 17, 1939s 


"Please inform German Government that His Majesty's Government desire 
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to make it plain to them that they cannot but regard the events of the 

past few days as a complete repudiation of the Munich Agreement and a 
denial of the spirit in which the negotiators of that Arreoment bound them- 
selves to cooperate for a peaceful settlement. 

"His Majesty's Government must also take this occasion to protest 
against the changes effected in Czechoslovakia by German military action, 
which are, in their view, devoid of any basis of legality." 

And again at Mr. Alderman's request, I put in as GB-10 the Document 
TC-53, which is the French protest of the same date, and if might read the 
third paragraph: 

"The French Ambassador has the honor to inform the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the Reich of the formal protest made by the Government of the 
French Republic against the measures which the communication of Count de 
Welzeck recordse 

"The Government of the Republic consider, in fact, that in face of the 
action directed by the German Government arainst Czechoslovakia, they are 
confronted with a flagrant violation of the letter and the spirit of the 
agreement signed at Munich on September 9, 1938. 

The circumstances in which the agreements of March 15 have been imposed 
on the leaders of the Czechoslovak Republic do not, in the eyes of the 
Government of the Republic, legalize the situation registered in that agree- 
mente 

"The French Ambassador has the honor to inform His Excellency, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Reich, that the Government of the 
Republic can not recognize under these conditions the legality of the new 
situation created in Czechoslovakia by the action of the German Reich." 

I now come to Part 5 of the Versaille Treaty, and the relevant matters 
are contained in the British Document TC-10. As considerable discussion is 
centered around them, I read the introductory words: 

"Part 5, Military, Naval and Air Clauses: 


"In order to render possible the initiation of a general 
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limitation of the armaments of a11 nations, Germany undertakes strictly to 
observe the military, naval and air clauses which follow, 

"Section 1, Military Clauses. Effectives and Cadres of the German 
Army » 

"Article 159, The German military fòrces shall be demobilized and 
reduced as prescribed hereinafter. 

"Article 160. By a date which must not be later than March OL 5-920); 
the German Army must not comprise more than seven divisions of infantry 
and three divisions of cavalry. 

"After that date, the total number of effectives in the army of the 
States constituting Germany must not exceed 100,000 men, including officers 
and establishments of depots. The army shall be devoted exclusively to the 
maintenance of order within’ the territory and to the control of the frontieri 

"The total effective strength of officers, including the personnel of 
staffs, whatever their composition, must not exceed 4,000. 

"(2) Divisions and Army Corps headquarters staffs, shall be organized 
in accordance with Table Number 1 annexed to this Section. The number and 
strength of units of infantry, artillery, engineers, technical services and 
troops laid down in the aforesaid table constitute maxima which must not 
be exceeded," 

Then there is a description of units that can have their own depots and 
the divisions under corps headquarters, and then the next two provisions are 
of some importance. 

"The maintenance or formation of forces differently grouped or of other 
organizations for the command of troops or for preparation for war is 


forbidden, 
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"The great German General Staff and all similar organizations shall 
be dissolved and may not be reconstituted in any form." 

I don't think I heed trouble the Tribunal with Article 161, 
which deals with administrative services. 

Article 163 provides the steps by which the reduction will 
take place, and then we come to Chapter 2, dealing with armament, and 
that provides that up till the time at which Germany is admitted as a 
member of the League of Nations, the armaments shall not be greater than 
the amount fixed in Table Number 11. 

If the Tribunal will notice the second part, Germany agrees 
that after she has become a member of the League of Nations, the 
armaments fixed in the said table shall remain in force until they 
are modified by the Council of the League of Nations. Furthermore, 
she hereby agrees strictly to observe the decisions of the Council 
of the League on this subject. 

Then, 165 deals with guns, machine guns etc. and 167 deals with 
notification of guns, and 168, the first part, says: 

"The manufacture of arms, munitions er any war material shall 
only be carried out in factories or-works, the location of which shall 
be communicated to and approved by the governments of the Principal 
Allied and Associated Powers, and the number of which they retain the 
right to restrict." 

Article 169 deals with the surrender of material. 


Number 170 prohibits importation. 


171 prohibits gas, and 172 provides for disclosure. Then 173, 


under the heading "Reeruiting and Military Training", deals with one 
matter, the breach of which is of great importance; 

"Universal compulsory military service shall be abolished in 
Germanys The German Army may only be reconstituted and recruited by 
means of voluntary enlistment." 

Then the succeeding articles deal with the method of enlistment 
in order to prevent a quick rush through the army of men enlisted for a 


short time. 
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I think that all I need do is draw the attention of the Tribunal 
to the completeness and detail with which all these points are covered 
in Articles 17h to 179. 


Then, passing on to TC-10, Article 180. That unites the 


prohibition of fortress works beyond a certain line and the Rhineland. 


The first sentence is:~ 

"All fortified works, fortresses and field works situated in 
German territory to the west of a line drawn 50 kilometers to the east 
of the Rhine shall be disarmed and dismantled." 

I shall not trouble the Tribunal with the tables which show 
the amounts. 

Then we come to the naval clauses, and I am sorry to say that 
the pages are out of order, If the Tribunal will go on four pages, 
they will come to Article 181, and I'll just read that to show the way 
in which the naval limitations are imposed and refer briefly to the 
otherse 

Article 181 says: 

"after a period of two months from the coming into force of the 
present Treaty the German naval forces in commission must not exceed: 

Six battleships of the Deutschland or Lothringen type 

Six light cruisers 

Twelve destroyers 

Twelve torpedo boats 
or an equal number of ships constructed to replace themas provided in 
Article 190, 

"No submarines are to be included. 

"All other warships, except where there is provision to the 
contrary in the present Treaty, must be placed in reserve or devoted to 
commercial purposes," 

Then 182 simply deals with the mine sweeping necessary to clean 
up the mines and 183 limits the personnel to fifteen thousand, including 
officers and men of all grades and corps, and 18) deals with surface 
ships not in German ports, and the succeeding clauses deal with various 


details, and I pass at once to Article 191, which says: 
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"The construction or acquisition of any submarines, even for 
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commercial purposes, shall be forbidden in Germany." 

19) makes corresponding obligations of voluntary engagements 
for longer service, and 196 and 197 deal with naval fortifications and 
wireless stations, . 

Then, if the Tribunal please, would they pass on to Article 
198, the first of the Air Clausese The essential, important sentence 
is the first: 

"The armed forces of Germany must not include any military or 
naval air forces," 


I don't think I need trouble the Tribunal with the detailed 


provisions which occur in the next four clauses, which are all 


consequential, 

Then, the next document, which for convenience is put next 
to that, is British Document TC 4h, which for convenience I put in as 
GB 1l, but this again is merely ancillary to Mr. Alderman's argument. 

It is the report of the formal statement made at the German Air Ministry 
about the restarting of the Air Corps, and I respectfully suggest that 
the Tribunal can take judicial notice of that. 

Similarly, without proving formally the lung document, TC 5, 
the Tribunal can again take judicial notice of the public proclamation, 
which is a well known public document in Germany, the proclamation of 
compulsory military service. Mre Alderman has again dealt with this 
fully in his address. 

I now come to the sixth treaty, which is the treaty between 
the United States and Germany restoring friendly relations, and I put in 
a copy @s Exhibit GB 12. It is Document TC 11, and the Tribunal will 
find it as the second last document in the document book, The purpose 
of this treaty was to complete the official cessation of hostilities 
between the United States of America and Germany, and I have already 
explained to the Tribunal that it incorporated certain parts of the Treaty 
of Versailles, The relevant portion for the consideration of the Tribunal 
is Part 5, and I have just concluded going through the clauses of the 


Treaty of Versailles which are repeated verbatim in this treaty. I 
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therefore, with the approval of the Tribunal, 

will not read them again, but at Page 1l of my copy, they will see the 
clauses are repeated in exactly the same way. 

JUDGE BIDDLE: We don't tave a copy in our booke We have one with 
Austria. 

SIR DAVID MAXWELL-FYFE: It ought to be the second last document in 
the book. May I pass mine upi Does that apply to other than the American 
Associate Judges? I'm so sorry» 

Then I pass to the seventh treaty, which is the treaty of mutual 
guarantee between Germany, Belgium, France, Great Britain and Italy, done at 
Locarno, October 16, 1925.6 I ask the Tribunal to take judicial notice of 
that, and I put in as Exhibit GB 13, the British Document TC 12. 

THE PRESIDENT: At some later’ stage, you will have all the members 
furnished with a copy of this treat between the United States and Germany? 

SIR DAVID MAXYELL-FYFE: Oh, I thought it was only two that were 
deficient. 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I think the Soviet member and my alternate, 

Mre Justice Birkett, have the Austrian onee I think I am the only one that 
has the German onee I am not quite sure about the French member. 

SIR DAVID MAZWELL-FYFE: I'm so sorry, Milord. I'll see that the 
American treaty is sent in. 

THE PRESIDENT: Very well. 

SIR DAVID MAXWELL-FYFE: It will be done at once, but so far as 
reference is concerned, the Tribunal will appreciate that the clauses are 
word for word the same as the Versaille clauses. If they wish to refer 
to it in the meantime, it is the same as the clauses inthe Versaille. That 
won't make any difference, Milord, in procuring a copy of the treaty. 

I was dealing with the Treaty of Locarno, and it might be convenient 
if I just reminded the Tribunal of the treaties that were negotiated at 
Locarno, because they do all go together and are to a certain extent 
mutually dependent. 

At Locarno, Germany negotiated five treaties: (A) the Treaty of 


Mutual Guarantee between Germany, Belgium, France, Great Britain, and Italy; 
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(B) the Arbitration Convention between German y and France; (C) the 
Arbitration Convention between Germany and Belgium; (D) the Arbitration 
Treaty between Germany and Poland; and (E) an Arbitration Treaty between 
Germany and Czechoslovakiae 

Article 10 of the Treaty of Mutual Guarantee provided that it should 
come into force as scion as ratifications were deposited at Geneva in the 
archives of the League of Nations and as soon as Germany became a member of 
the League of Nations. The ratifications were deposited on the lth of 
September, 1926, and Germany became a member of the League of Nations. 

The two arbitration conventions and the two arbitration treaties which I 
mentioned provided that they shall enter into force under the same eonditions 
as the Treaty of Mutual Guarantee» That is Article 21 of the Arbitration 
Conventions and Article 22 of the arbitration treaties. 

The most important of the five agreements is the Treaty of Mutual 
Guarantee. One of the purposes was to establish in perpetuity the borders 
between Germany and Belgium and Germany and France. It contains no provision 
for denunciation or withdrawal therefrom and provides that it shall remain 
in force until the Council of the League of Nations decides that the League 
of Nations ensures sufficient protection to the parties to the Treaty =- 
an event which never happened -- in which case the Treaty of Mutual Guarantee 
shall expire one year later. 

The general scheme of the Treaty of Mutual Guarantee is that Article 1 
provides that the parties guarantee three things: the border between 
Germany and France, the border between Germany and Belgium, and the 
demilitarization of the Rhineland. ə 

Article 2 provides that Germany and France and Germany and Belgium 
agree that they will not attack or invade each other with certain 
inapplicable exceptions, and Article 3 provides that Germany and France and 
Germany and Belgium agree to settle all disputes between them by peaceful 
means. 

The Tribunal will remember, because this point was made by my friend, 


Mr. Alderman, that the first important violation of the Treaty of Mutual 
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Guarantee appears to have been the entry of German troops into the Rhineland 
on 7 March, 1936. The day after France and Belgium 2a sked the League of 
Nations Council to consider the question of the German re-occupation of the 
Rhineland and the purported repudiation of the treaty, and on the 12th of 
liarch, after a protest from the British Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 

Belgium, France, Great Britain and Italy recognized unanimously that the 
re-occupation was a violation of this treaty, and on the llth of March, the 
League Council duly and properly decided that it was not permissible and 

tha. the Rhineland clauses of the pact were not voidable by Germany because 

of the alleged violation by France in the Franco-Sovict Mutual Assistance Pact. 

That is the background tothe treaty with the international organizations - 
that were then in force, and if I mizht suggest them to the Tribunal, without 
adding to the summary which I have given, the relevant articles are l, 2 
and 3, which I have mentioned, 4, which provides for the bringing of violations 
before the Council of the League, as was done, and 5 I ask the Tribunal to 
note, becsuse it deals with the clauses of the Versailles Treaty which I have 
already mentioned. It says: 

"The provisions of Article 3 of the present Treaty are placed under the 
guarantee of the High Contracting Parties as provided by the following 
stipulations: 

"If one of the Powers referred to in Article 3 refuses to submit a 
dispute to peaceful settlement or to comply with an arbitral or judicial 
decision and commits a violation of Article 2 of the present Treaty or a 
breach of Article 42 or 43 of the Treaty o Versailles, the provisions 
of Article 4 of the present Treaty shall apply." 

That is the procedure of going to the League in the case of a flagrant 


breach or of taking more stringent action. 
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I remind the Tribunal of this provision because of the quotations 
from Hitler which I mentioned earlier, when he said that the German 
Government will scrupulously maintain their treaties voluntarily signed, 
even though they conclude before their intercession of power. Then 
is stated the Treaty of Versailles. Whatever you argue, if it has been 
argued, no one has ever argued for a moment to the best of my knowledge 
that Stresemann was in any way acting involuntarily when he signed the 
pact on behalf of Germany, along with the other representatives. He 
signed not there in Stresemannts name, but by Herr Hans Luther, so that 
there you have a treaty freely entered into, which repeats the violation 
provisions of the Versailles, and binds Germany in that regard. 1 
simply call the attention of the Tribunal to Article 8, which deals with 
the preliminary enforcement of the Treaty by the League, which perhaps 
I should read because of the fact I told the Tribunal that all the 
other treaties had the same lasting qualities, the same provision contained 


therein as the Treaty of Mutual Guarantee: 


Article 8 


"The present Treaty shall be registered at the League of 

Nations in accordance with the Covenant of the League. 

It shall remain in force until the Council, acting on 

a request of one or other of the High Contracting Parties 

notified to the other signatory Powers three months in 

advance, and voting at least by a two-thirds majority, 
decides that the League of Nations ensures sufficient 
protection to the High Contracting Parties; the Treaty 
shall cease to have éffect on the expiration of a period 

of one year from such decision." 

Thus in signing this Treaty, the German representative clearly 
placed the question of repudiation or violation of the Treaty in the 
hands of others, as they were at the time, of course, members of the 
League, and members in the Council of the League; that they then left 
the repudiation or violations to the decision of the League e 


Then the next Treaty I mention is the Arbitration Treaty between 
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Germany and Czechoslovakia, which was one of the Locarno groups to which 
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I already referred my remarks, but that for convenience I am quoting 
GB 14, which is British document TC 1). As a breach to this Treaty, 
as charged in Charge 8, Appendix C, I mentioned the background of the 
Treaty, and I shall not go into it again. I think a good part that 
the Tribunal should look at is Article I, which is the governing 
clause, and sets out the dispute in document TC ly: "All disputes of 
every kind between Germany and Czechoslovakia with regard to which the 
Parties are in conflict ———" 
THE PRESIDENT: Fourteen, you say, or TC 12 in the book? 
SIR MAXVELL-FYFE: No, I am sorry, it is much nearer the 
end of the book. 
THE PRESIDENT: After the Kellogg-Briand Pact? 
SIR MAXWELL-FYFE: Yes, it is, I think, after that. 
THE PRESIDENT: After TC 18? 
SIR MAXWELL-FYFE: Yes, it is after TC 18, and there will be 
TC 22 and 26, which is short. 
THE PRESIDENT: I am very sorry. 
SIR MAXWELL-FYFE: And the next one, it comes after that, 
two after that. 
THE PRESIDENT: Thank youe 
SIR MAXWELL-FYFE: And I was reading at the foot of the page, 
Article One, 
THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 
SIR MAXVELL-FYFE: "all disputes of every kind between Germany 


and Czechoslovakia with regard to which the Parties are in conflict as 


to their respective rights, and which it may not be possible to settle 


amicably by the normal methods of diplomacy, shall be submitted for 
decision either to an arbitral tribunal, or to the Permanent Court of 
International Justice as laid down hereafter. It is "agreed that the 
disputes referred to aboveinclude, in particular, those mentioned in 
Article 13 of the Covenant of the League of Nations." This provision 


does not apply to disputes arising out of or prior to the present Treaty 
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and belonging to the past. Disputes for the settlement of which a 
special procedure is laid down on other conventions in force between 
the High Contracting Parties, shall be settled in conformity with the 
provisions of those Conventions." 

Articles Two to Twenty-one. This trzaty was registered with 
the Secretariat in accordance with its Article 22. The second sentence 
shows the present Treaty was entered into and the terms in force under 
the same conditions as the said Treaty, which is the Treaty of Mutual 
Guarantee. 

Now I think that is all I'll mention about those Treaties. 

l think I am right in saying my friend, Mr. Alderman, referred to ite 

It is certainly the Treaty tc which President Benes unsuccessfully 
appealed during the crisis in the Autumn of 1938. Now the 9th Treaty, 
with which I should deal, is not in this document book, and I merely put 
it in formally, because my friend, Mr. Roberts, in deabing with it, read 
the appropriate parts of it verbatim, and that will be good enough to 
put into it what i first mentioned, particularly Article C, which 

is the arbitration Convention between Germany and Belgium, over at 
Locarno, which I hand a copy for the cnnvenience of the Tribunal, GB 15. 
It is a copy, I'll tell the Tribunal. This includes the order on this 
Arbitration Convention made in the same form, but I thought I would 


review the essential parts concerned with Belgium, the Low Countries 


and Luxembourg, which my friend, mr, Roberts, will presente I only 


ask the Tribunal to accept the foremost document for the moment. And 


the same applies to the 10th Treaty, which is mentioned in Charge Ten of Amen- 
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dix C. That is the Arbitration Treaty between Germany and Poland, of which 
I ask the Tribunal to take judicial notice, and which I hand in as GB 16a 
That again will be dealt with by my friend, Colonel Griffith Jones, when he 
is dealing with the Polish case. 

Now I can take the Tribunal straight to the matter which is not a treaty, 
but is a solemn declaration, and that is TC 18, which I now put in as Exhibit 
GB 17, and ask that the Tribunal. take judicial notice of, as the Declaration 
of the Assembly of the League of Nations. The importance is the date which 
was 24 September 1927. The Tribunal may remember that I asked them to take 
judicial notice of the fact that Germany had become a member of the League of 
Nations on 10 September 1926, a year before. 

The importance of this Declaration is not only its effect on 
International Law, to which I will say my learned friend referred, but to 
the fact that it was unanimously adopted by the Assembly of the League of 
Nations, to which Germany was a free, and I might say, at once an active 
member at the time. I think that I need read TC 18, that is, if the Tribunal 
will be good enough to lookat the speech made by M. Sokal, the Polish Rapporteu? 
and this is the translation after the Rapporteur had dealt with the 
formalities. Referring to the committee's being unanimously adopted, 

Me Sokal, the Rapporteur, said in the second paragraph: 

"The Committee was of opinion that, at the present juncture, a solemn 

resolution passed by the Assembly, declaring that wars of aggression 

must never be employed as a means of settling disputes between States, 

and that such wars constitute an international crime, would have a 

salutary effect on public opinion, and would help to create an 

atmosphere favorable to the League's future work in the matter of 

security and disarmament. 

"While recognizing that the draft resolution does not constitute a 

regular legal instrument, which would be adequate in itself and represent 

a concrete contribution towards security, the Third Committee unanimously 


agreed as to its great moral and educative value." 
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Then he asked the Assembly to adopt the draft resolution, and I read 
simply the terms of the resolution, which shows what so many nations, 
including Germany, had in mind at that time; the Assembly, recognizing 
the solidarity which unites the community of nations, being inspired by a 
firm desire for the maintenance of general peace, being convinced that a war 


of aggression can never serve as a means of settling international disputes, 


and is in consequence an internationalcrime; considering that the solemn 


renunciation of all wars of aggression would tend to create an atmosphere 
of general confidence calculated to facilitate the progress of the work 
undertaken with a view to disarmament: 

"Declares; l - That all wars of aggression are and shall always be 

prohibited. 
2 =- That every pacific means must be employed to settle 
disputes of every description, which may arise between States. 
That the Assembly declares that the States Members of the 
League are under an obligation to conform to these principles." 
and the fact of the solemn renunciation of war was taken in the form of a 
rolleall, and the President announced, you will sec, at the end of the extract: 

"All the delegations having pronounced in favour of the declaration 

submitted by the Third Committee, I declare it unanimously adopted." 

THE TRIBUNAL (Mr. Biddle): What is the date of that? 

SIR DAVID MAXWELL-FYFE: 2h September, 1937. 

THE PRESIDENT: 2) September 1927. 

SIR DAVID MAXWELL-FYFE:, Yes, and Germany joined later, on 10 September 
1926. 

The last general Treaty which I have to place before the Tribunal is the 
Kellogg-Briand Pact. The Pact took effect in 1928, which my learned friend 
Attorney General in opening this part of the case read, and on coming to it 
fully I hand in as Exhibit GB 18 the British document TC 19, which is a copy 
of that Pact. I didn't intend unless the Tribunal desires otherwise that 
I should read it again, as Attorney General yesterday read it in full, 
because I looked at the same, and rather I leave the document before the 
Tribunal in that form. 


- 960 - 





Po 


5 Dec = A = GH ~ 6 


Now what remains for me to do is to place before the Tribunal certain 
documents which Mr. Alderman mentioned in the course of his address, and 
alas to me, I am afraid I have not kept them -- placed them in special order, 
because they don't relate to the Treaties, but to Mr. Alderman's article. 
The first of these as I hand in is Exhibit GB 19, this is British Document 
TC 26, and comes just after that resolution of the League of Nations, which 
the Tribunal had just been giving attention to, TC 26. It is the assurance 
contained in Hitler's speech on 21 May 1935, and it is very short, and 
unless the Tribunal has it in mind from Mr. Alderman's speech, I should like 
to read it again, and I'll read it. I am not sure it was read before as 
follows :- 

"Germany neither intends nor wishes to interfere in the domestic 

affairs of Austria, to annex Austria, or to attach that country 

to her. The German people and the German Government have, however, 

the very comprehensible desire, arising out of the simple feeling 

of solidarity due to a common national descent, that the right to 

self-determination should be guaranteed not only to foreign nations, 

but to the German people everywhere. 

I myself believe that no regime which is not anchored inte 

people, supported by the people, and desired by the people, can 

exist permanently." 

The next document which is TC 22, and which is on the next page 


I now hand 
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in as GB 19, and is the official copy of the official proclamation 
of the Agreement between the German Government and the Government 
of the Federal State of Austria, on July 11, 1936, and I am almost 
certain that Mr. Alderman did read this document, I rofer the 
Tribunal to paragraph one of the agreement and to what it 
essentially contains: 

"The German Government recognizes the full sovereignty of the 

Federal State of Austria in the sense of the pronouncements 
of the German Leader and Chancellor of the 2lst May, 1935," 

I thereby hand it in as GB 20 -- 

THE PRESIDENT: GB 20, 

SIR MAXWELL-~FYFE: I now have three documents which Mr., Alderman 
asked me to hand in with regard to Czechoslovakia, The first is TC 27, 
which the Tribunal will find two documents farther on from the one vhere 
agreement with Austria, to which I just referred, That is the German 
Assurance to Czechoslovakia, and what I am handing in is GB 21, which 
is the letter from M. Masaryk, M. General Masaryk's son, to the learned 
Viscount Halifax on the date of 12 March 1938, and again I think that 
Mr. Alderman did read this, He certainly quoted the statement made 
by the defendant Goering, which appears in the third paragraph, In 
the first paragraph the Field Marshall used the expression "ich 
gebe ihnen mein," That means, "I gave my word of honor," If you 
will look down to the third paragraph, the one in which the defendant 
Goering had asked that there would not be a mobilization of the 
Czechoslovak Army, and in the next paragraph:- 

"M, Mastny was in a position to give him definite and binding 
assurances on this subject, and today spoke with Baron von Neurath, 
who, among other things, assured him on behalf of Herr Hitler that 
Germany still considers herself bound by the German-Czechoslovak 
Arbitration Convention concluded at Locarno in October 1925." So 
there I remind the Tribunal that in 1925 Baron von Neurath was 


speaking on behalf of Germany in an agreement voluntarily concluded; 
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had there been the slightest doubt of that question the defendant 
Neurath giving the assurance on behalf of Hitler that Germany still 
considered itself bound by the German-Czcchoslovakia Arbitration 
Convention on the 12 March 1938, six months before Dr. Benes made a 
hopeless appeal to it before the crisis in the Army in 1938, There 
is Czechoslovakia's difficult position in the Czechoslovakian 
Government, which is set out in the last paragraph that M, Mastny 
said, and of which the Tribunal may think is of great force in this 
last sentence:= 

"They can not however fail to view with great apprehension 

the scquel of events in Austria between the date of the 
bilateral agrecment betweon Germany and Austria, 11 July, 
1936, and yesterday, 11 March 1938," 

To refrain from commenting, I venture to say that is one of the 
most pregnant sentences relating to this period, 

Now the next document which is on the next page is British 
Document TC 28, which I hand in as Exhibit GB 22, That is an 
Assurance of the 26 September 1938, which Hitler gave to 
Czechoslovakia, and again the Tribunal will take my remark with 
it that Mr. Alderman read this document, 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't recall it. 


SIR MAXWELL-FYFE: If it didn't, the Tribunal ought to have it 


before them, because it has maytimportant points as to the alleged 


governmental assurance in getting Germans together and the right 
which the Nazi conspirators purposely asked for a considerable time 
as its citizens, which said:- 
"I have a little to explain, I am grateful to Mr. Chamberlain 
for all his efforts, and I have assurcd him that the German 
people want nothing but peace; but I have also told him 


that I can not go back beyond the limits of our patience," 
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The Tribunal will remember this is between the Godesberg Treaty 
and the Munich Pacts 

"I assured him, moreover, and I repeat it here, that when this 
problem is solved there will be no more territorial problems for Germany 
in Europe. And I further assured him that from the moment when Czechose 
lovakia solves its other problems, that is to say, when the Czechs have 
come to an arrangement with their other minorities peacefully, and with- 
out oppression, I will no longer be interested in the Czech State. And 
that, as far as I am concerned, I will guarantee it, We don't want any 
Czechs. But I must also declare before the German people that in the 
Sudetan German problem my patience is not at an end, I made an offer 
to Herr Benes which was no more than the realization of what he had 
already promised. He now has peace or war in his hands, Either he will 
accept this offer and at length give the Germans their freedome, or we 
will get this freedom for ourselves," 

This is six months before 15 March. Hitler was saying in the second 
paragraph when he violated the terms, "He did'nt want any Czechse" I 
shall now ask, as I am asked by my friend Mr. Alderman this morning, the 
last document which I shall ask to put in, which I now ask the Tribunal 
to take the judicial notice of, and hand in is G.B.-23, which is the 
British document TC=23 a copy of the Munich Agreement of September 29 
1938, That was signed by Hitler, later by Mr. Chamberlain, and Mr, = 
Daladier and Mussolino, and which is largely a procedural agreement by 
which the entry of German troops into Sudeten=Deutsche territory is 
regulated. That is shown by the preliminary clause: "Germany, the 
United Kingdom, France and Italy", and "taking into consideration the 
agreement which has already reached in principle for the cession to 
Germany of the Sudeten German territory as agreed on the following terms 
and conditions governing the said cession and the measures consequent 


thereon, and by this agreerent they each hold themselves responsible for 


the steps necessary to secure fulfilment," 
I don't think unless the Tribunal wants it, I shall go through the 


steps in Article h, It states that "The occupation by stages of the 
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predominantly German territory by German troops will begin on 1 October, 
The four territories marked on the attached map, "and by article 6, 
"The final determination of the frontiers will be carricd out by the 
international commission," And it provides also that there is the rights 
of option and the release from the forces -= the Czech forces of Sudeten 


Germans. 
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It provides also for various rights of option and release from 
the Czech forces of Sudeten Germans; 


That was what Hitler was asking for in the somewhat rhetorical 


passage which I have just read out, and it will be observed that 


there is an annex to the Agreement which is most significant. 

"Annex to the Agreement: 

"His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom and the French 
Government have entered into the above Agreement on the basis that 
they stand by the offer contained in Paragraph 6 of the Anglo- 
French Proposal of the 19th September, relating to an international 
guarantee of the new boundaries of the Czechoslovak State against 
unprovoked aggression. 

"Then the question of the Polish and Hungarian minorities in 
Czechoslovakia has been settled Germany and Italy, for their part, 
will give a guarantee to Czechoslovakia." 

"The Polish and Hungarian minorities," not the question of 
Slovakia which the Tribunal heard this morning. That is why 
Mr, Alderman submitted, and I respectfully joined him in his 
submission, that the action of the 15th of March was a flagrant 
violation of the letter and spirit of that Agreement. 

That, My Lord, is the part of the case which I desired to 
present. 

THE PRESIDENT; We will now recess for ten minutes. 

SIR DAVID MAXWELL-FYFE: Thank you. 

(A recess was taken from 15.30 to 15.40 hours.) 

SIR GRIFFITH JONES: May it please the Tribunal, Count 2 of the 

Indictment charges with participating in the planning, the 
preparation, the initiation and waging of various wars of aggression, 
and it charges that those wars are also in breach of international 
treaty. It is our purpose now to present to the Tribunal the evidence 
in respect of those aggressive wars against Poland and against the 
United Kingdom and France. 
Under Paragraph B. of the particulars to that Count 2, reference 


is made to Count 1 in the Indictiient for the allegations charging 
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that those wars were wars of aggression, and Count 1 also sets out 
the particulars of the preparations and planning for those wars, and 
in particular those allegations will be found in Paragraph F-). But, 
My Lord, with the Tribunal's approval I would propose first to deal 
with the allegations of breach of treaties which are mentioned in 
Paragraph C. of the particulars, and of which the details are set 
out in Appendix C. Those sections of Appendix C. which relate to the 
war against Poland are Section 2, which charge a violation of the 
Hague Conventionin respect of the pacific settlement of international 
disputes, on which Sir David has already addressed the Court, and I 
don't propose, with the Court's approval, to say more than that. 

Section 3 of Appendix C. and Section l, charge breaches of the 
other Hague Conventions of 1907. Section 5 (sub-section l4) charges 
a breach of the Versailles Treaty in respect of the Free City of 
Danzig, and Section 13 a breach of the Kellogg-Briand Pact. 

Although those have already been dealt with by Sir David 
Maxwell-Fyfe, and it remains, therefore, only for me to deal with two 
other Sections of Appendix C: Section 10, which charges a breach of 
the Arbitration Treaty between Germany and’ Poland, signed at Locarno 
on the 16th of October, 1925, and Section 15 of Appendix C., which 
charges a violation of the Declaration of Non-Aggression which was 
entered into between Germany and Poland on the 26th of January, 193). 

If the Tribunal would take Part 1 of the British Document Book 
No. 2, I will desribe in a moment how the remaining parts are divided. 
The Document Book is divided into six parts. The Tribunal will look 


at Part 1 for the moment. The Document Books which have been handed to 


the Defense Counsel are in exactly the same order, except that they 


are bound in one and not in six separate covers, in which the 
Tribunal's documents are bound for convenience. 

The German-Polish Arbitration Treaty, the subject of Section 10 
of Appendix C. is Document TC-15 and it is the end document in the 
book. It has already been put in under the number GB-16. 

My Lord, I would quote the preamble and Articles 1 and 2 from 
that treaty. 


"THE PRESIDENT OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE and THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
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"Equally resolved to maintain peace between Germany and Poland by assur- 
ing the peaceful settlement of differences which might arise between the two 
countries; 

"Declaring that respect for the rights established by treaty or result- 
ing from the law of nations is obligatory for international tribunals; 

"Agreeing to recognize that the rights of a State cannot be modified 
save with its consent; 

"And considering that sincere observance of the methods of peaceful 
settlement of international disputes permits of resolving, without recourse 
to force, questions which may become the cause of division between States; 

"Have decided..." 

Then, go on to Article 1: 

"All disputes of every kind between Germany and Poland with regard to 

_which the Parties are in conflict as to their respective rights, and which it 
may not be possible to settle amicably by the normal methods of diplomacy, shall 
be submitted for decision either to an arbitral tribunal or to the Permanent 
Court of International Justice, as laid down hereafter." 

I go straight to Article 2: 

"Before any resort is made to arbitral procedure before the Permanent 
Court of International Justice, the dispute may, by agreement between the 
Parties, be submitted, with a view to amicable settlement, to a permanent 
international commission, styled the Permanent Conciliation Commission, 
constituted in accordance with the present Treaty," 

Thereafter the treaty goes on to lay down the procedure for arbitration 
and for conciliation, 

THE PRESIDENT: It is in the same terms, is it not, as the arbitration 
treaty between Germany and Czechoslovakia and Germany and Belgium? 

SIR GRIFFITH JONES: Well -- yes, it is, My Lord, both signed at Locarno. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, 

SIR GRIFFITH JONES: The wording, however, of the charge in Section 10, 
it will be noted, is that Germany did, on ar about the lst of September 1939 
unlawfully attack and invade Poland without having first attempted to settle 


its disputes with Poland by peaceful means, 
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The only other treaty to which I refer, the German-Polish Declaration 
of the 26th of January 1934, will be found as the last document in Part 1 of 
the Tribunal's Document Book, which is the subject of Section 10 of Appendix 
C. 

"The German Government and the Polish Government" -- this, of course, was 
Signed on the 26th of January, 1934. 

"The German Government and the Polish Government consider that the time 
has come to introduce a new era in the political relations between Germany 
and Poland by a direct understanding between the States, They have therefore 
decided to establish by the present declaration a basis for the future shaping 
of those relations, 

"The two Governments assume that the maintenance and assurance of a 
permanent peace between their countries is an essential condition for general 
peace in Europe," 

THE PRESIDENT: Do you think it's necessary to read all this? We're 
taking judicial knowledge of it, 

SIR GRIFFITH JONES: I'm very willing to oblige. I'm willing to shorten 
this, if I can, 

In view of what is later alleged by the Nazi Government, I will par- 
ticularly draw attention to the last paragraph in that declaration, 

"The declaration shall remain in effect for a period of ten years count- 
ing from the day of exchange of instruments of ratification, In case it is 
not denounced by one of the two governments six months before the expiration 
of that period of time, it shall continue in effect but can then be denounced 
by either government at a time of six months and at any time in advance," 

Lord, I pass then from the breach of treaties to present to the Court the 
evidence upon the planning and preparation of these wars and in support of the 
allegations that they were wars of aggression, For convenience, as I say, the 
documents have been divided into separate parts and if the Tribunal would look 
at the index, the total index to their document which is a separate book, on 
the front page it will be seen how these documents have been divided, Part 1 
is the "Treaties"; Part 2 is entitled "Evidence of German Intentions Priar to 
March 1935 in '39", It might perhaps be more accurately described as 


-969— 





UMN 


HOO 
5 Dec-A-JL-3 


"Pre-March, 1939, Evidence", end it will be with that part that I would now 
deal, 

It has been put to the Tribunal that the actions against Austria and 
Czechoslovakia were in themselves part of the preparation for further 
aggression, and I only now--dealing with the early history of this matter-- 
wish to draw the court's particular attention to those parts of the evidence 
which show that.even at that time, before the Germans had seized the whole of 
Czechoslovakia, they were perfectly prepared to fight England, Poland and 
France, if necessary, to achieve those aims; that they appreciated the whole 
time that they might well have to do so. And, what is more, that, although 
not until after March, 1939, did they commence upon their immediate and 
Specific preparations for a specific war against Poland, nevertheless, they 
had for a considerable time before had it in mind specifically to attack 
Poland once Czechoslovakia was completely theirs, 

During this period also--and this happens throughout the whole story 
of the Nazi regime in Germany, as afterwards, while they are making their 
preparations and carrying out their plans, they are giving to the outside 
world assurance after assurance so as to lull them out of any suspicion of 
their real object. 

The dates, I think, as the Attorney General said, addressing you 
yesterday--the dates in this case almost more than the documents speak for 
themselves, The documents in this book are arranged in the order in which 
I will refer to them, and the first that I would refer to is document TC~70, 
which will go in as GB-25, 

It's only interesting to see what Hitler said of the agreement with 


Poland when it was signed in January, 1934. 


"When I took over the Government on the 30th of January, the relations 


between the two countries seemed to me more than unsatisfactory, There 
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was a danger that the cxisting differences which were duc to the Territorial 
Clauses of the Treaty cf Versoilles and the mutual tension resulting 
thercfrem would gradually crystalizc inte a state of hestility which, if 
persisted, might tco casily acquire the charactcr of 2 dangercus tradi- 
ticnel cnnmity." 

I go down to the last paragraph. 

"In the spirit cf this Treaty the German Government is willing ənd 
prepared ts cultivate eecnemic rclations with Folend in such a way that 
here, toc, the state cf unprofitable suspicion can be succeeded by a 
pericd of useful cccpereticn. It is a mattor cf perticulear satisfeacticn 
to us thet in this samc yeter the Neticncl Sccirlist Government cf Denzig 
has becn enedled ts effect a similar clarification -f its relations with 
its Polish neirshber," 

That wos in 193). Threc yerrs lator, cgein on the 30th cf Jonucry, 
specking in the Rcichstar, Hitler seid -- this is dscuncnt PS-2369, which 
will be GB-26. I will, if I mey, av:id so fer as possible rcpeeting ps- 
sanes which the attorney Generel quoted in his speech the other day. The 
first porarrenph, in fact, he quoted to the Tribunel. It's 2 short perz- 
graph but perhops I micht read it now, but I will -~ dealing with this 
evidence -- sc for as pessible aveid repctiticn. 

"By 2 serics cf acrcemcents we have climinated existing tension end 
thereby contributed considerably to on improvement in the European ctb- 
mesphere. I meroly reeell an agrecient with Pclend which has worked out 
to the advantoace of both sides. True statemanship will not overlook 
reality but censicer them. The Italien naticn and the new Italien state 
arc rcolitics. The Germen nation ond the German Reich are equally rccli- 
tics, ond to my cwn fellow citizens I would say that the Polish nation 
and the Polish state have also become a reality." 

That was on the 30th cf January, 1937. 

On the 2hth of June, 1937, we heve a "Top Secret Order", C-175, which 
has already been put in as "US-69", It is a "Top Secret Ordcr" issued by 
the Reich Hinister for Wer and Commander in Chief of the /rmed Ferces, 


signed "Von Blomberg". There is at the top, "Written by en Officcr. 
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Outgoinz documents in connection with this matter and dealing with it 


in principle ore to be written by an officer." So it's obviously highly 
Di 


secret. 4nd with it is enclosed a Directive for the Unified Preparation for 
War of the Armod Forces to come into force on the lst of August 1937. The 
directive enclosed with it is divided into Part 1, "General Guiding Prin- 
ciple"; Part 2, "Likely Warlike Eventucalitics"; Part 3, "Special Prepara- 
tions", 

The Tribunal will remember that the Ltterney Genoral quoted the 
opening passaces., The gcneral position justifies the suppcsitisn that 
Germany need not consider an attack from any side. 

It goes cn=--the second paragraph: 

"The intention tc unicash a Europeen war is held just as little by 
Germany. Nevertheless, the politically fluid world situaticn, which dses 
not preclude surprising inciccnts, demands a continuous preparedness 
for wor of the German Armed Forces. 

To counter attacks at any time, and tc enable the military exploitation 
of politically faverable cpportunities whould they secur." 

It then goes cn to set out the preparations which cre to be made, 
and I would perticularly craw the Tribunal's attenticn tc paragraph 2b: 

"The further working on mobilization without public announcement 
in order tc put the Armed Forces in a position to begin a wer suddenly end 
by surprise both as rerares strength and timc." 


next pare, uncer pararreph h: 


4rmec: intervention against Austris; worlike cntenplement with Red Spain." 
And thirdly, and this shows so clearly hew thoy aporeciated at thet 
time that their acticns against Austria and Cacchoslevekia might well in- 
volvo them in wer, "England, Poland, Lithuania take sert in 2 wer accinst 
us." 
If the Tribunal weuld turn =vor te Part 2 of that directive, page 5 
of that document: "Probable warlike eventualities - Concentrations, 


"1. Wer cn tw. fronts with fccal point in the West. 
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"Suppositions. In the West France is the cppcnent. Belgium 


may side with France, either at once or later or not at all. It is also 


possible that France may violate Belgium's neutrality if the lattor is 


neutral, She will certainly viclete thet cf Luxembourg." 

I pass to Part 3, which will be found cn pace 9 of that Exhibit, 
and I perticulerly refer to the last paragraph on that page under the heading 
"Onccial Case - Extension Red=Grocn." It will be remembered that Red was 
Snein end Green was Czechoslovakia. 

"The militery political starting point used as a basis for concen- 
tration plans Red and Green can be aggravated if cithcr England, Pclanc or 
Lithuenia join on the side -f cur cpnonents, Thereupon our military pesi- 
tion would be worsened to an unbearable, even hopeless, extent. The poli- 
tical leaders will therefore co cverythine to kecp these csuntrics neutral, 
above all England and Poland." 

Thereafter it scts cut the ccnditions which are ts be the basis for 
the discussion. Before I leave that document, the cate will be noted, 

June 1937, end it shows clearly that at that date, anyway, the Nazi Govern- 
ment appreciated the likelihood, if not the probability of fighting England 
and P-lenc and France, end were prepared tc do sc if they had to. On the 
Sth of November 1937, the Tribunal will remembcr that Hitler held his con- 
ference in the Reichschancellcry, the minutes cf which have been referred 
to as the Hoszbach nctcs. I will refer to one or twe lines of that docu- 
ment for the attonticon cf the Tribunal tc whet Hitler said in respect of 
England, Toland, and France. On page 1 cf that Exhibit, the middle of the 
pege: 

"The Fuchrer then state 'The aim of German pclicy is the security 
and prceservaticn cf the nation and its propagation, This is consequently a 
problem of space‘" 

He ‘then went on, you will remember, to discuss what he described 
participation in world economy", and at the bottom cf pase 2 he said: 

"The only way cut, and one which may appear imarinary, is the securing 
of creater living space, an endeavor which ct all times has been the 
couse cf the formation of statcs and movements cf nations." 

ind at the end of that first paragraph, on page 3: 
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i Roma j Rriti mire, has proved 
"The history of all times, Roman Empirc, British Empire, has y 


io an e be effe d by breaking resistance and 
that every space expansion can only be effecte y i 


taking risks, Even setbacks are unavoidable. Neither forncrly nor tocay has 
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Space been found without an owner, The attacker always comes up against 
the proprictor," 

My L,rd, it is clear that that reference was not only e e » 

THE PRESIDENT: (interposing) It has been read already. 

SIR GRIFFITH-JONES: But my object was only to try to collect, so 
far as England and Poland were concerned, everything that has been given, 
If the Tribunal thought that it was unnecessary, I would welcome the 
opportunity » e e 

THE PRESIDENT: TI think the Tribunal would wish you not to read any- 
thing that has been read already, 

SIR GRIFFITH-JONES: I would pass then to the next document in that 
part of the document book, I put that document in, It was referred 
to by the Attorney General in his address yesterday, and it shows that 
on the same day as the Hoszbach meeting was taking place a communique 
was being issucd as a result of the Polish Ambassador's audience with 
Hitler, in which it was said in the course of the conversation, "It 
was confirmed that Polish-German relations should not meet with diffie 
culty because of the Danzig question," That document is TC 73. It put 
it in as GB=27,. On the 2nd of January e e e 

THE PRESIDENT: That hasn't been read before, has it? 

SIR GRIFFITH-JONES: It was read by the Attorney General in his 
openings 

THE PRESIDENT: In his opening? Very welle 

SIR GRIFFITHJONES: On the 2nd of January 1938, some unknown person 
wrote a memorandum for the Fuehrer, This document was is of the seven 
foreign office documents of which a microfilm was captured by Allied 


troops when they came into Germany, . ‘s headed, "Very Confidential - 


Personal Only", and is called "Deduction on the rercrt, Germany Embassy, 
London, regarding the future form of Anglo-German relations: "With the 
realization that Germany will not tie herself to a status quo in Central 
Europe, and that sooner or later a military conflict in Europe is 
possible, the hope of an agreement will slowly disappear among Germaphile 
British politicians, insofar as they are not merely playing a part that 
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has boen given to them, Thus the fateful question arises: Will Germany 
and Englanc eventually be forced to drift into separate camps and will 
they march against each other one day? To answer this question, one 
must realize the following? 

"Change of the status quo in the cast in the German sense can only 
be carried out by force. So long as France knows that England, which so 
to speak nas taken on a guaratee to aid France against Germany, is on 
her side, France's fighting for her eastern allies is probable in any 
case, always possible s and thus with it war between Germany and England. 
This applies then even if Englend does not want war. England, believing 
she must attend her borders on the Rhine, would be dragged in automati-= 
cally by France. I, other words, peace or war between England and Germany 
rests solely in the hands of France, who could bring about such a war 
between Germany and England by war of a conflict between Germany and 
France. It follows therefore that war between Germany and England on 
account of France can be prevented only if France knows from the start 
that England's forces would not be sufficient to guarantee their common 
victory. Such a situation mi:;ht force England, and thereby Frmce, to 
accept a lot of things that a strong Anglo-Franec coalition would never 
tolerates 

"This position would arise for instance if England, through insuffi~ 
cient armament or as a result of threats to her empire by a superior 
coalition of powers, eege Germany, Italy, Japan, thereby tying down her 
military forces in othor places, would not be able to assure France of 
sufficient support in Europe," 

The noxt, page goes uu to discuss the possibility of a strong partner- 
ship between Italy and Japan, and I would pass from my quotation to the 
next page where the writer is summarizing his idcas, 

Paragraph five: Therefore s conclusions to be drawn by use 

"le Outwardly, further understanding with England in regard to the 
protection of the interests of our Eriendse 

2e Formation under great secrecy, but with whole-hearted tenacity 


of a coalition against England, thats is to say, a tightening of our friend= 
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ship with Italy and Japan; also the winning over of all nations whose 
interests conform with ours directly or indirectly. 

Close and confidential cooperation of the diplomats of the three 
great powers towards this purpose» Only in this way can we confront 
England be it in a settlement or in ware England is going to be a hard, 
astute opponent in this game of diplomacye 

The particular question whether in the event of a war by Germany 
in central Europe ( I am afraid the translation of this is not very good ) 
The particular question whether, in the event of a war in central Europe 
France and thereby England would interfere, depends on the circumstances 
and the time at which such a war commences and ceases, and on military 
considerations which cannot be gone into here," 

And whoever it was who wrote that document, he appears to be on a 
fairly high level, because he concludes by saying, "I should like to give 
the Fuehrer some of these viewpoints verbally." That document is G_Be-28e 
Well, I am afraid the next two documents have gotten into your books in 
the wrong order. If you will refer to PS~2357—-you will remember that 
the document to the Fuehrer, which I have just read, was dated the end of 
Januarye 

On the 20th of January 1938, Hitler spoke in the Reichstag. 

THE PRESIDENT: February, you said? 

SIR GRIFFITH JONES: I beg your pardon, February 1938, That is 


PS~2357, and wij] be @,B,-30. Ip that speech he said 
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"In the fifth year following the first great foreign political 
agreement with the Reich, it fills us with sincere gratification to 
be able to state that in our relations with the state, with which we 
had had perhaps the greatest difference, not only has there been a 
"detente," but in the course of the years there has been a eonstant 
improvement in relations. This good work, which was regarded with 
Suspiciaon by .so many at the time, has stood the test, and I may say 
that since the League cf Nations finally gave up its continual 
attempts to unsettle Danzig anc appointed a man of great personal 
attainments as th new commissioner, this most Cangerous spot from the 
point cf view of European peace has entirely lost its menacing character. 
The Polish State respects the national conditions in this state, and 
both the city of Danzig anc Germany respect Polish rightse And so the 
way to an understanding has been successfully paved, an understanding 
which beginning with Danzig has today, in spite of the attempts of 
certain mischief-makers, succeeded in finally taking the poison out 
of the relations between Bermany and Polanc and transforming them 
into a sincere, friendly cooperation. 

"To rely on her friendships, Germany will not leave a stone 
unturned to save that ideal which provides the foundation for the task 
which is ahead of us -- peace." 

I turn back to the next -- to the document which was in our 
document books, the one before that, L-43, which will be GeBe 29. 

This is a document to which the Attorney General referred yesterdaye 

It is dated the 2nd of May 1938, and is entitled, "Organizational 

Study 1950." It comes from the office of the Chief of the 
Organizational Staff of the General Staff of the Air Force, and its pur- 
pose is said to be: "The task is to search, within a framework of 

very broadly-conceived conditions, for the most suitable type of 
organization of the Air Force. The result gained is termed, "Distant 
Objective." From this shall be deduced the goal to be reached in 


the secon phase of the setting-up process in 192, this will be called, 


"Final Objective 1942." This in turn yields wht is considered the 
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most suitable proposal for the reorganization of the staffs of the 
Air Force Group Commands, Air Gaus, Air Divisions, ete." 

The Table of Contents, the Tribunal will see, is divided into 
various sections, and Section I is entitled, "Assumptions." Under 
the heading "Assumption I, frontier of Germany", see map, enclosure 
onee . 

The Tribunal sees a reproduction of that map on the wall and it 
will be secn that on the 2nc of May, 1938, the Air Force was in 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria and 
Hungary, all coming within the boundaries of the Reich. The criginal 
map is here attached to this file and if the Tribunal will lock at 
the original exhibit, it will 5e ssen that this organizaticnal stucy 
has been prepared with the greatest care and authcrity, with a mass 
of charts attached to the ajpendarese 

I would refer ee to the bottom of the second page, to the 
Tribunal's copy of the translation. 

"Consider=tion of the principles of organization on the basis of 

-the assumptions for war and peace made in Section l; 
"l. Attack Forces? 

"Principal adversaries: England, France, and Russiae" 
And it then goes on to shew all the one hundred forty-four Geschwader 
employed against Englar, very much concentrated in the Western 
half of the Reich; that is to say, they must be deployed in such a 
way that they, by making full use of their range they can reach all 
English territory down to the last corner. 

THE PRESIDENT: Perhaps it is involved in the map. Ithink you 
should refer to the organization of the Air Forces, with group commands 
at Warsaw and Koenigsberg. 

SIR GRIFFITH-JOWNES: I am much obliged. Under the paragraph 
"Assumption" double heading 2, "Organization of Air Force in peacetime," 
seven group commands: 1 Berlin 2 Brunswick, 3 Munich, 4 Vienna, 5 


Budapest, 6 Warsaw, and 7 Koenigsberge" 


- 979 = 





5 Dec. -A-DMR=3 


i 


y 
t 


THE PRESIDENT: Yes 

SIR GRIFFITH-JONES: I am very much obliged. ånd lastly, in 
connection with that Document, on page four of the Tribunal's trans- 
lation, the last paragraph: 

"The more the Reich grows in area and the more the Air Force 
grows in strength, the more imperative it becomes, to have lecally 
beund commands I only emphasize the opening, "The more the 
Reich grows in area, the mere Air “orce grows in strengths: tout 
I qul say one word on that document, The original, I uncerstand, 
is signed by an officer who is not at the top rank in the Air 
Force anc I, therefore, con't want to over~emphasize the inferences 
that can be drawn from it, but it is admitted that it at least shows 
the lines upon which the Cengal Staff of the Air Force were thinking 


at that time. 


The Tribunal will remember that in February, 1938, the Defendant 


Ribbentrop succeeded von Neurath as Foreign Ministere We had another 


Cocument from that captured microfilm, which is dated the 26th of 
August, 1938, when Ribbentrop hac become Foreign Minister, and it 
is ac’ressed to him as "The Reich Minister, via the State Secretary." - 
It is a comparatively short ‘ocument and one that I will read the 
whole ofe 

"The most pressing problem of German policy, the Czech problem, 
might easily, but must not lead to a conflict with the Entente. 
(TC 76-G8 31). Neither France nor England are looking for trouble _ 
regarcing Czechoslovakia. Both would perhaps leave Czechoslovakia to 


herself, is she should, without direct foreign interference and through 
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internal signs of disintegration, due to her own faults, suffer the fate 
she deserves, This process, however, would have to take place step by 
step and would have to lead to a loss of power in the remaining territory 
by means of a plebiscite and an annexion of territory, 

"The Czech problem is not yet politically acute enough for any 
immediate nction, which the Entente would watch inactively, and not even if 
this action should come quickly and surprisingly. Germany cannot fix any 
definite time and this fruit could be plucked without too erent a risk. 

She can only prepare the desired developmefits." 

I pass to the last paragraph on that nage. I think I can leave out 
the intervening lines, pararranh five. 

THE PRESIDENT: Should you not rend the next peragraph "for this 
purpose", `~ 

SIR GRIFFITH-JONES: "For this purpose the slogan emanating from 
England at present of the right for autonomy of the Sudetan = Germans, 
which we have intentionally not used up to now, is to be taken up gradually, 
The international conviction that tho choice of nationality was being with- 
held from these Germans will do useful spadework, notwithstanding the fact 
that the chemical process of dissolution of the Czech form of states may 
or may not be finally speeded up by mechanical means as well, The fate of 
the actual body of Czechaslovakia, however, would not ag yet be clearly 
decided by this: but would nevertheless be definitely sealed, 

"This method of approach towards Czechoslovakia is to be recommended 
because of our relationship with Poland, It is unavoidable that the German 
departure from the problems of boundaries in the south east and their trane- 
fer to the east and north east must make the Poles sit up. The fact isssz 
-~ I put in an "is" because I think it is obviously left out of the copy I 
have in front of med —- "The fact is that nfter the liquidation of the 
Czech question, it will be generally assumed that Poland will be the next 
in turn, 

"But the later this assumption sinks in in international politics 
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as a firm factor, the better. In this sense, however, it is important for 
the THN being, to carry on the German policy, under the well know and 
proved slogans of 'the right to autonomy' and 'Racial unity'. Anything 
else miht be interpreted as pure imperialism ön our part and create the 
resistance to our plan by the Entente at an earlier date and more enere 
geticelly, than our forces could stand up to." 

That was on the 26th August, 1938, ‘ust as the Czech crisis was leading 
up to a Munich settlement. hile at Munich, or rather while a day or two 
before the Munich agreement was signed, Herr Hitler made a speech. On the 
26th September, he said: I think I just will read two lines. 

"I assured him, moreover, and I repeat it here, that when this problem 
is solved there will be no more territorial problems for Germany in Europe," 
And again, the last document in your book, which is another extract from | 
that same speech, I will not read unless the Tribunal desire, because the . 
Attorney General quoted it in his address yesterday. These two documents - 
precede 28, which is already in as GB-22and TC+29, which is the second 
extraction of that same speech, GB=32, 

I would refer the Tribunal to one more document under this part which 
has alrendy been put in by my American colleagues, It is C-23, now US-49, 
and which appears before the TC-28 in your Document book. The particular 
passage of the Exhitit, to which I would refer, is a letter from Admiral 
Carl, which appears at the bottom of the second pagee It is dated some 
time in September, with no precise date, and is entitled "Opinion on the 
"Draft Study of Noval Warfare against England'." 

"There is full agreement with the main theme of the study." 

Again, the Attorney General quoted the remainder of that letter yesterday, 
which the Tribunal will wemember. 

"Tf according to the Fuehrer's decision Germany is to acquire a 
position as a world peower whe needs not only sufficient colonial possessions 
but also secure nav'nl communications and secure access to the ocean.” 
That, then, was tine position at the time of the Munich agreement in 


September 1938. ‘The gains of Munich were not, of course, so great as the 
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Nazi Government had hoped and had intended and as a result, they were not 
prepared straight away to start any further arrressive action arainst 
Poland or elsewhere but, we have heard this morning, when Mr. Alderman 


dealt in his closine remarks, with the advantages that were gnined by the 


seizure of Czechoslovakia, what Jodl and Hitler waid on subsequent occasion: 


thet Czechoslovakia was only setting the stage for thie attack on Poland, 
it is, of course, obvious now that they intended and indeed had taken the 
decision to proceed against Poland so soon as Czechoslovakia had been 
entirely occupied. 

we know now from what Hitler said in talking to his military commander; 
at a later date, the Tribunal will remember the speech where he said that 
from the first he never intended to abide by the Munich arrcement but that 
he had to have the whole of Czechoslovakia. As a result, althcuch not 
ready to nrocced in full force against Polond, after September 1938, they 
did at once begin to anpronch the Poles on the question of Danzig until, 
as the Tribunal will see, the whole of Czechoslovakia had been taken in 
March; no pressure was put on but immediately after the Sudetan land had 
been occupica, preliminary steps were taken to stir up trouble with Poland, 
which would and was to eventually lead to their excuse or so-called 
justification for their attack on their country. 

If the Tribunal would turn to part three:-- 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is time to adjourn now until ten o'clock 
tomorrow morninze 

(\hereupon, at 1700 hours the hearing of the Tribunal adjourned to 


reconvene the following day at 1000 hours.) 





